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Dear Friends, 

 

 On the last Sunday of the month we will begin the liturgical 

season of Advent.  Advent is the season in which we prepare ourselves 

for the arrival of our savior on Christmas Day.  It is a time of prayer and 

preparation and a time to remember what it means that our savior will be 

born unto us.  Yes, the season of Advent is spiritually significant and 

important to our journey of faith.  The season of Advent is also personally significant for myself, because the first 

Sunday of Advent also marks my 5
th 

anniversary as your pastor. 

 

 Five years ago I arrived on the first Sunday of Advent to begin my call as your pastor.  That means that we have 

journeyed through 5 seasons of advent; celebrated 5 Christmases; walked through 5 seasons of Lent; rejoiced on 5 Easter 

Sundays  . . . and much, much more!  As I look back on 5 years together, I’m amazed at all we have accomplished in the 

service of God.  I think of all the mission, ministry, and relationships.  I give thanks for all of the worship services, 

Sunday school classes, fellowship events, mission projects, and discipleship that these past 5 years have birthed.   

 

 Looking back at 5 years of ministry at Alexandria First Presbyterian Church also has me excited as I think about 

what the future holds for our congregation.  Last year the Visioning Team, with your help, discerned an exciting vision 

of vitality for our congregation.  And, as of the October session meeting, a Capital Campaign Team has been 

commissioned to begin the next phase of implementing that vision.  In the coming months you will hear more about the 

Capital Campaign Team’s work and how you can be a part of it.  In the meantime, we will do what we do every year at 

this time . . . we will begin the season of advent, preparing ourselves for the greatest gift God could possibly give—A 

Savior!  I pray that together we will prepare for this gift as we give thanks to God for all of the many blessings in our 

lives and for all of the hope we have for the future vitality and ministry of our church. 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Nick   

 
 

 

 

 
A Note from Nick 

http://www.alexpres.org/
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Tending the Flock 
 

Baptism  

     We rejoice with those who are celebrating their baptism anniversary. It was in November that Ryan Abelman, Travis 

McGuire, Rachel Lynn McKinnon, and Heather Marie Pardonner became children of God through the sacrament of 

baptism. Congratulations and blessings to you all!    

 

New Address 

Martha and Jack Schilthuis  

9801 Harmony Woods Way Apt 314 

Richmond, Virginia 23233 

Church Directory 

     The new church phone directory for 2015-2016 is available 

in Fellowship Hall. If you need 2 copies (one for home and one 

for the car or work) please feel free to grab an extra!   
 

Children’s Box  

     We are excited to announce that there will soon be a box in Fellowship Hall with coloring books and simple activities for 

our younger kids. By providing a safe and creative space for our kids, the box can be used during Sunday fellowship time or 

any other moments when simple activities would prove helpful. Parents are asked to supervise their children while using 

these items. Please see Julie Lyons with any questions or concerns.  
 

Inclement Weather 

     During an instance of bad weather, an early-morning decision will be made whether to hold worship or not.  Under 

consideration will be the condition of the roads in general and of our church parking lot specifically.  If the worship service 

is canceled, notification will appear on the church website and an outgoing message will be placed on our voice mail.   

 

All Saints’ Day  
 

November 1, 2015 

     Near the end of the long season of Ordinary Time, there comes a remarkable day: November 1, All Saints’ Day. Some 

churches mark the day on the Sunday following; others take the opportunity to worship midweek. In any case, it is a day not 

to be missed.  On this day, we not only remember those who have gone on before us, but we anticipate the life promised to 

us all in Jesus Christ. It is a day when we remember that the line that separates life and death is not as stark as we sometimes 

assume. 

     Not even death can sever the ties that bind us to one another and to all our ancestors in the faith.  Nor can anything 

separate us from the love of God—the God who grants us visions, sparks our imaginations, and kindles our hope—the God 

who keeps every good promise.                                  excerpts from http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/curriculum/for-all-saints/ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

November 1, 2015 
 

Communion 

Daylight Saving ends 

Reverend Jim Morris preaching 

Family worship/no Sunday school 
 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/curriculum/for-all-saints/
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Turkey Dinner Was a Hit  
 

October 18, 2015 

     Thank you to all who 

helped to make our turkey 

dinner fundraiser a success! 

Thank you to all our guests, 

those who were able to come 

for our sit-down dinner as well 

as those who ordered a take-

out dinner.  Special thanks to 

our chefs, bakers, servers–all 

our volunteers. Thank you also 

to Shop Rite for donating 80 

lbs of turkey breast and fruit 

salad. With your help we were 

able to raise $1,800 which will 

go towards our $15,000 fundraising goal for our Senior High youth mission trip. Twenty teenagers and four adult 

supervisors will spend a week in July 2016 in Buffalo, New York at a work camp planned by a Christian outreach program 

called Group Work Camp. While there, we will help to repair and paint homes for families unable to do so for themselves. 

Our week will be Jesus-centered, filled with powerful faith, praise and fellowship. It is truly a moving experience for all 

involved. Again, we say thank you! 

 

Thanksgiving  
 

November 26, 2015 

Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day 

   we bow our hearts to you and pray. 

We give you thanks for all you’ve done 

   especially for Your Son.  

For beauty in nature, your glory we see 

   for joy and health and family, 

   for daily provision, your mercy and care. 

These are the blessings you graciously share. 

So today we offer this response of praise 

   with a promise to follow you all of our days. 
 

Thanksgiving Boxes 

Contact Julie Lyons 
      

     Once again, our deacons’ November community service project will be to provide turkeys and food for the Frenchtown 

Food Pantry. We will fill boxes with supplies and traditional food items to help those less fortunate to celebrate the holiday 

in style, while we continue to count our own blessings. Please look for tags on the cross in Fellowship Hall between now 

and November 18. Items may be left in the Hall. To donate a frozen turkey please contact Julie. Last year we filled 25 boxes 

and have been challenged to do the same again this year. Thanks for your generosity.  



Branches                                                                                                              November 2015 

 

-4- 

www.alexpres.org  

 

 

Presbytery Meets at AFPC  
 

November 10, 2015 

Dinner 5:45 p.m.  |  Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

     The Presbyterian Church USA has over 10,000 congregations which are organized into 172 presbyteries. Our church is a 

member of the Presbytery of New Brunswick. Presbyteries usually meet at least once a month and we are happy to 

announce that our presbytery will hold their monthly meeting at AFPC in November. 

     All members and friends of our church are welcomed and encouraged to attend. The evening begins in Fellowship Hall 

at 5:45 p.m. with an optional dinner which is prepared by the dinner subcommittee (a nominal fee will be requested).  

Immediately after dinner, the meeting will convene in the sanctuary.  This is a great way to learn about the workings of our 

presbytery and the higher church. Materials for the meeting are posted on the presbytery’s website, www.presnb.com.  We 

sincerely hope to see you there.   

 

Christ the King  
 

November 22, 2015 

     At the conclusion of the Christian year, the church gives thanks and praise for sovereignty of Christ.  This festival was 

established in 1925 by decree of Pope Pius XI.  It is celebrated on the last Sunday of the Christian year, a week before the 

season of Advent begins.  Christ the King, or Reign of Christ, ends the marking of Ordinary Time after the Day of Pentecost 

and moves us into Advent, the season of hope for Christ’s coming again at the end of time.  Christ calls us to stand with 

those who in every age confessed “Jesus Christ is Lord!” In every generation, demagogues emerge to claim an allegiance 

that belongs only to God.  But Christ alone has the right to claim our highest loyalty.  

 

Presbyterian Signs and Symbols 
 

The East Wall 

     The wall behind the communion table, as viewed from the pews, is the “east wall,” no matter what direction you are 

actually facing. In the past all church buildings faced east, and it is still the case for eastern Orthodox churches today. A 

person who enters the church goes from west to east. This symbolizes going from the evil of the present world to the glory 

of the New Jerusalem to come.  It is a carryover from the ancient practice, inherited from Judaism, of facing Jerusalem 

during prayers. 

 

Presbytery News 
  

Peter Yarrow in Concert  

http://lawrencevillepreschool.com 

     On Saturday, November 7 at 4 p.m. the Presbyterian Church of 

Lawrenceville is sponsoring a concert featuring Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul, and Mary. This concert benefits the 

Lawrenceville Presbyterian Preschool Susan Bachus Scholarship Fund and Every Child Valued. Doors open at 3:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $20 adults, $15 teens, and $10 children. Purchase tickets online by visiting their website. 
 

 

http://www.presnb.com/
http://lawrencevillepreschool.com/
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Advent  
 

Advent,  
the blessed season  

of watchful expectation, 
begins Sunday, November 29, 2015. 
Join us in worship during this time 

as we prepare our minds and hearts for 
the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ! 

Poinsettias 

     The Worship and Music ministry team is taking orders for holiday season poinsettias.  Your flowers will decorate the 

sanctuary towards the end of the Holy Season of Advent.  You may take your poinsettias home following the 9:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve service.  Fill out an order form from the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or print one from the church’s 

website (“Forms & Downloads” tab).  Place your completed form in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Sale” along with your 

payment and leave them in the large envelope on the bulletin board, in the offering plate, or mail them to the church office.  

Checks should be made out to Alexandria First Presbyterian Church with “Poinsettias” in the memo section.  The last day to 

place your order is Sunday, December 6, 2015.  The cost of a 6½” pot (approx. 15” tall, 1 plant with 5-7 blooms) is $8.00.  

The cost of a 7½” pot (approx. 18” tall, 2 plants with 10-12 blooms) is $15.00. 
 

Advent devotionals 

     An Advent devotional will be made to our church family and friends titled Lift up your Heads. It is a lovely way to 

deepen the meaning of your Advent journey. Feel free to pick up a copy from the narthex to enjoy this 

Advent season. 

     Let Heaven and Nature Sing is a devotional for children that incorporates the use of the booklet 

along with stickers to help children mark the days until Christmas. Look for it, too, in the narthex 

and enjoy the experience with your family. 

 

October Flowers 
 

Dedicate Flowers by Signing up in Fellowship Hall! 
 

October 4 given by Nancy and Lee Smith to the glory of God 
 

October 11 given by Cathy Torrey in memory of her mother Janet  

  on the first anniversary of her passing 
 

October 18 given by the Hatch family in celebration of Nora’s 5
th
 birthday  

 

October 25 given by the Strangfeld family in loving memory of Laura’s brother Brian 
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It’s Pageant Time 
 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David  

   a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. - Luke 2:11 

Contact Barbara Pederson  |  996-0403  

     That’s right, even as the leaves are just beginning to change colors and 

pumpkins are center stage, we are turning our thoughts to Christmas!  The 

Christian Education and Youth Ministry team of AFPC plans to continue the 

tradition of hosting a play performed by the youth of our church during the family worship service on Christmas Eve, 

Thursday December 24, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  Performers of all ages are welcome, and speaking and non-speaking roles are 

available.  We also need help with costumes, props, and stage design.  If your family is interested in being part of the fun, 

please contact Barbara Pederson.  
 

Handy with Needle and Thread? 

Contact Barbara Pederson  |  996-0403  

     The Bible times costumes the youth use for our plays on Christmas Eve and Youth Sunday could use a little sprucing 

up. If you are handy with needle and thread and can spare some time to do some hemming and mending of holes and tears, 

we could use your help!  Additionally, if you have any leftover fabric remnants that you aren't planning to use that might be 

a suitable size, pattern and/or color for a tunic, shawl or sash, we could always use a few more costume pieces and 

accessories, particularly for our smaller actors.   Please contact Barbara Pederson if you would like to lend a hand with our 

costumes. 

 

High School Grads . . . The Mission Continues 
 

November 25, 2015  | 7 p.m. 

     High school graduates, do you have fond memories of Alexandria’s mission trips?  Do you wish you weren’t too old to 

keep going on the trips?  You can be part of a new young adult (ages 18-29) group that can plan a mission trip and other 

events that you would like to do.  Join us for the first planning meeting on Wednesday, November 25, 2015 from 7-8 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall.  Dessert will be served.  Bring a friend! 

     If you are interested in receiving information about a young adult mission trip, please contact Karen Pardonner with your 

email and cell phone.  
 

Youth Group Reunion 
 

December 24, 2015  | 7 p.m. 

     All previous and current youth group members and mission trip chaperones are invited to enjoy catching up with old 

friends and share mission trip memories Christmas Eve in Fellowship Hall between services.  Refreshments will be served.  

If you have any photos to share or any questions, please contact Karen Pardoner. 
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Little Hands, Big Results 
 

     Between our deacon ministry and our Christian Education Team, nine boxes were stuffed and mailed to our freshman 

college students. There were crafts, cards, and many treats too. Thank you to all who helped made this possible.  We’re sure 

our college students will feel the love that went into preparing their packages!   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship and Finance Team’s 5 th Update 
 

 “Giving in Gratitude” 

     On-line giving is now available!  The link is on our webpage.  You can use a credit or debit card, or link a donation with 

your checking or savings account.  If you need help or have questions, please contact one of the team members listed below. 

     Earlier this month, letters were sent to all of our members who made pledges this year (72 families), providing an update 

regarding their giving to date.  Our members find it helpful in determining where they stand after the summer months. 

     As mentioned in previous updates, we are trying to limit expenses as well as increase giving to maintain a balanced 

budget.  Here are a few of the tasks that Session has approved and the Buildings and Property Team are pursuing: 

 Replacement of the windows in the Sunday school addition: Old windows are single pane and let air in.  Payback 

within two years on heating and A/C costs. 

 Replace all lighting fixtures except in the sanctuary: Payback within one year with electricity cost savings.  

 Replace three thermostats with daily programmable thermostats: Payback in three months by a reduction in fuel oil 

usage.  

Blessings to all, 

The Stewardship and Finance Ministry team 

Karl Nielsen, Denis Goldman, Alice Hansen, Pat Keefe, Craig Norgard 
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Session Highlights 
 

Regular Meeting  |  September 9, 2015 
 

 

 Elder Jim Bush read scripture from the Old Testament (portions of the story 

of Joseph) and then commented on forgiveness, God’s grace and his plans for 

each of us. He ended with prayer 

 Pastor Nick welcomed our new elders but deferred elder training to the 

October meeting in the interest of time to hold discussions with our invited guests. 

 Deacon Alice Hansen reported the deacons are in the process of preparing gift boxes for our freshmen college students 

She also noted the deacons are working on a new location for our food pantry collection area in order to increase its 

visibility and use 

 Elder Karl Nielsen reported on the financial status of the church as of August 31, 2015. The current deficit for the year is 

$9,792.40 with a projected year-end deficit of $18,878.55 if all things remain the same. Letters will be sent to members of 

the congregation advising them as to the status of their pledges  

 A period of study focused on a Call to Worship and a discussion of Acts 6: 1-7 concerning the calling and installation of 

elders from the congregation into positions of leadership within the church  

 Eagle Scout candidate John McDowall presented a proposal as one of the requirements to attain the rank of Eagle Scout. 

He plans to enclose the trash dumpster/recycling area with wood fencing and posts plus a wheeled gate for access at no 

cost to the church  

 Approved the following recommendations: 

 to allow the Holland Township PTO to use Fellowship Hall for a short meeting on July 20, 2015 

 to participate in the Trenton Rescue Mission’s world record attempt clothing drive with an approximate date of 

November 15, 2015. The Rescue Mission has been authorized by the Guinness Book of Records to attempt to set the 

record 

 to purchase and install 12 new energy efficient windows in the old CE wing both upstairs and downstairs for $4,584 

 to  replace of lighting throughout the facility (except the sanctuary) as recommended in the recent energy audit for 

$2,037 

 to accept the teaching staff for the 2015-2016 program year: 

 Bible Study leaders: Nancy Schumann, Charlie Tiedeman, Nancy Smith, Renee Skibinski, Maureen Sutton 

 Nursery Care: Evelyn Cameron, Mary Schuetz, Carol Moran, Sue Gunderman, Sue Lawson, Cathy Torrey, Gayle 

Hatch 

 Teachers: Cyndi McDowall, Laura Strangfeld, Julie Lyons, Mary Goldman, John Solomon, Barbara Pederson, 

John McDowall, Renee Skibinski, Craig Norgard, Shari Norgard, Alicia Scurti, Shannon Fritsche 

 to permit a Jr/Sr High Outing on September 13, 2015 

 to permit a turkey dinner on Sunday October 18, 2015 as a fund raiser to benefit the youth’s mission trip 

 to permit a mission trip for 20 teens and 4 adults from July 9, 2016 to July 16, 2016 

 to call a congregational meeting to approve Barbara Pederson as elder 

 We will host the presbytery meeting of November 10, 2015. Flora Nielsen and LuAnn Keefe will organize dinner 

preparations 

 The Capital Campaign Team is being organized by Pastor Nick 

 Rally Day is September 13, 2015 

 Boy Scoutmaster Doug Walker of Pack 114 made a presentation soliciting support and approval from the church to 

charter a Venturing Crew.  Venturing seeks to provide skilled training and program resources for Boy Scout, Cub Scout,  
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Session Highlights Cont’d  
 and Girl Scout units, to make ethical choices by instilling the values of the Venturing oath and code in the daily lives of 

its members, to provide and experience positive leadership from adult and youth leaders, to acquire skills in areas of high 

adventure, to volunteer in local communities and to learn and grow in a supportive, caring and fun environment. By vote, 

agreed to charter a Venturing Crew at AFPC and to provide a meeting venue (approximately once a month) 

   

Annual Joint Session/Deacons’ Meeting  |  October 14, 2015 

 Elder Denis Goldman read passages from scripture with comments and then prayer 

 Deacon Pat Keefe reported the deacons had prepared gift boxes for our freshmen college students. He also reported on 

members and friends of the church with health issues and visitations by deacons to them.   

 Elder Karl Nielsen reported on the financial status of the church as of September 30, 2015. The current deficit as of that 

date is $10,487.76 with a projected year-end deficit of $23,216.27. Letters have been sent to all pledging members of the 

congregation advising them as to the status of their pledges  

 The annual review of session minutes and the church register will take place on October 31, 2015 and the results will be 

reported at the November meeting of the session. 

 A period of study was initiated with the reading of scripture and discussing constitutional questions to officers, the duties 

and ministry of the Elder, essential tenets of the Reformed faith, guidelines for session meetings, and what requires 

session approval. We concluded with an Affirmation of Faith 

 Approved the following recommendations: 

 Jr High Outings: “inning” at the church on October 25, 2015 and bowling on November 15, 2015  

 Sr High Outings: hayride at Schaeffer Farms on October 25, 2015 and go-karting on November 15, 2015 

 Capital Campaign Team and charge:  

 Review recommendations of Visioning Team and assess their feasibility and cost 

 Consider other needs of church (differed maintenance, diminishing savings) 

 Formulate a plan for capital changes, renovations, and maintenance (along with estimated cost and goal) and 

present to session for approval 

 Lead a capital campaign to raise funds via pledges and donations. (Solicit volunteers to help collect pledges and 

possible consideration of a consultant to help lead the process) 

 Approval of members to date: Karl Nielsen, Jim Hansen, Craig Bender, Renee Skibinski, and Nick Hatch-Ex 

Officio. Three additional members will be added but have not yet been determined. 

 Vision document review: Each Ministry Team is requested to review the vision document at its next meeting to determine 

how each team may contribute to its success 

 A deposit has been made for the replacement windows in the annex with an expected completion date before winter 

 Nerva’s review now scheduled and budget discussions undertaken 

 Planning is now under way for the fall stewardship campaign 

 Approved by voice vote to dissolve the Visioning Team (as its duties have now been fulfilled) with thanksgiving 

 Alexandria Church will host the presbytery meeting on November 10 and a sign-up sheet was distributed seeking 

volunteers for various activities in connection with same 
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Deacons Highlights 
 

Regular Meeting  |  September 1, 2015 

 Deacon Eric Strangfeld  opened the meeting with devotions and prayer 

 Cares and concerns of the congregation were discussed 

 A list was prepared of those who volunteered to provide transportation for 

members in need 

 The Joint Session/Deacon meeting will be on October 14, replacing the regular 

meeting of  October 6, 2015 

 Presbytery will be meeting at our church November 10, 2015.  Flora and LuAnn will coordinate dinner prep, serving, and 

clean up.  They will need deacons to volunteer 

 8 college freshman boxes will be prepared by September 27, 2015. The congregation can add any items and notes of 

encouragement that they choose.  

 Cookies are needed for Rally Day on September 13, 2015 

 Communion prep/serving training will be scheduled at one of our next meetings as well as a review of using the handicap 

lift 

 Various jobs within the scope of the deacon ministry were filled: 

 Secretary–Helen and Julie  

 Food pantry–Alice will join Julie and Doug 

 Meal coordinator–Debbie has joined Carol. They will make calls to deacons and congregation to fill needs of rides, 

meals, etc. 
 Food pantry: The area in which we are collecting the food is dark and dingy. Deacons will look into locating it to another 

spot, being sure that anyone who needs food can access it easily. Plans to highlight items the food pantry is in need of 

were made 
 The Worship and Music Team will schedule communion servers.  Meredith is the deacon/W&M  liaison 
 

Regular Meeting  |  October 14, 2015 

 Cares and concerns of the congregation were discussed 

 9 care packages filled with goodies were sent to 9 college freshman 

 Items needed for the Frenchtown Food Pantry were reviewed, 25 Thanksgiving boxes have been requested 

 Need for continued checks with the building liaison were discussed 

 Sponsoring of a local family for the holidays was discussed. The deacons debated reaching out within our community to 

find families in need and offering assistance from our church in times of crisis or tragedy 

 Ministry team reports were given, highlights included: 

 Personnel: Pastor Nick’s 5-year anniversary is coming up in November 

 Christian Ed: Turkey dinner fundraiser for the mission trip coming up, teens heading to Buffalo, NY this summer. 

Activities for our young adults to continue. Fellowship and service projects will be implemented. Kids’ boxes in 

Fellowship Hall will help entertain our youngsters safely. Budget was discussed 

 Evangelism and Membership: Continuing with ideas from the Visioning Team---taking action on forming social 

groups and mission groups within our church 

 Building and Property: 12 new windows to be installed soon 

 Worship and Music: Christmas concert will feature some new and returning choir members 

 Stewardship and Finance: “Blessings in Action” stewardship campaign will start soon 
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November Birthdays 
 

May God’s awesome blessings be upon you  
this day and on the future years ahead 

 

2 Sue Gunderman 6 Flora Nielsen 13 Ellyn Scheier 19 Scott Parsons 

 Will Rollins 7 Ken Ferdinando 14 Jake Maglio 20 Ken Gregory 

3 Lainey Johns 10 Jenny Gondyke  Emma Strangfeld 24 David Mckinnon 

4 Brandon Schuetz 11 Alexis Gunderman 15 Linda Thomas 25 Carly Skibinski 

5 Karen Stagg  Grant Hawley 18 Shirley Hampton 28 Fran Wieder 

6 Elmer King  Timothy Unkert 19 Laura Navarro 29 Wyatt Goldman 

       Joan Lentine 
 

Getting to Know our Teams 
 

 

 

        “If anyone serves,  

          they should do so  

              with the strength  

        God provides.” 

       The Worship and Music Ministry Team oversees and encourages the public and personal worship of God, including 

worship on Sundays as well as during special services.  They ensure that the church provides worship opportunities and 

music programs that meet the spiritual needs and contribute to the spiritual development of the congregation, both as 

individuals and as a community of faith.  They undertake a variety of activities that fulfill its mission of working with, 

assisting, and supporting the pastor and music director. 

     From helping to plan the yearly worship calendar to assuring Sunday’s hymn numbers are properly displayed, the 

Worship and Music Team provides vital support for all facets of worship: 

 Assist in administering the Sacraments of baptism and communion 

 Schedule elders and deacons for serving communion 

 Arrange for worship assistants 

 Recruit, train, and schedule ushers, greeters, and lay readers during worship services in accordance with the needs of 

each service 

 Ensure an adequate supply of hymnals, Bibles, and other worship and music resources are readily accessible 

 Maintain the sound system and recording devices 

 Regularly schedule tuning and maintenance of the pipe organ and pianos 

 Support the director of music ministry and the three choirs 

 Provide seasonal decorations in the sanctuary  

 Coordinate the annual Christmas and Good Friday concerts 

 Assure the pews are tidy and the pew rack materials are up to date 

 Change the liturgical book marks and maintain the communion table candles 

 Arrange for ashes, palms, candles, Advent wreath, and other service related supplies 

 Oversee the flower ministry which provides beautiful arrangements each Sunday in the sanctuary 

 Assist in securing musicians for the summer special music program 

 

This month:  

Worship and Music 

Team 
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Our Friends in Ghana 
 

     On Sunday, October 25, our Sunday school youth watched a slide show of pictures that were taken by Karl Nielsen 

while he visited our sister Presbyterian church in Ghana, West Africa.  Our entire Sunday school youth then wrote letters 

and colored pictures that will be mailed to the youth in Ghana.  Even our youngest youth were able to write a letter with the 

help of our older youth.  Some of the letters were written in response to letters our youth have received from Ghana.  A 

terrific pen pal experience is being enjoyed by many!  It truly is a blessing to learn more about our fellow Christians from 

around the world. 

 

Flower Ministry 
 

Contact Lois Bondor 

     We thank you for continuing to support our flower ministry program and wish to announce that the 2016 calendar will be 

posted in a little while for those who would like to sign up.   At that time, simply list your name and phone number next to 

the date you are interested in. You may provide the flowers yourself or you may have Lois create a beautiful arrangement 

for you. If Lois does the arrangement, please leave a check payable to the church for $20 with “flowers” in the memo 

section. Leave your check in the envelope posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall near the signup sheet. 

 

The Small Group Advantage 
 

     Small group studies have been a part of Alexandria Church’s history for 

decades. Why have they endured so successfully? Perhaps it’s because groups 

tend to form lasting bonds of friendship. Discussions tend to be personal and 

insightful all the while relying on the Holy Spirit to shape the time spent together. 

Topics are ever changing, so if nothing appeals to you today, keep watching as 

new topics are acquired all the time. Meetings are open-ended, which is helpful if you’ve missed a gathering you won’t feel 

behind or out of touch. The groups work on the premise that no one is an expert and that individuals bring experiences, 

wisdom, and insights to the discussion. No prior Bible knowledge is required!  

     Have we convinced you yet to join a group? Take a look at our website on the “About Us/Small Groups” tab for details 

on current studies, leaders, times, and locations. 
 

  Mondays 7:30 p.m.   Skibinski home  

  Tuesday               9:30 a.m.     Room #7 

  Wednesday        6:00 a.m.     Fellowship hall 

  Wednesday 9:30 a.m.  Room #5 

  Wednesday 7:00 p.m.  Room #7 

 

New Windows 
 

     Have you noticed the new windows in the 1956 CE wing? The old broken, dingy, and drafty windows were recently 

replaced with new energy-efficient ones and we’re thrilled about how nice they look. If you are interested in helping to 

select and install new window treatments (curtains, shades, etc.) please see Marty Gunderman or Craig Bender.  
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Worship Assistants 
 

November 1     Nancy Smith   

November 8     Nancy Schumann 

November 15   Rick Carroll  

November 22   Jeri Bone  

 
 

Ushers 
 

November 1     Sharon and John Solomon   

November 8     Alice and Ed Muztafago 

November 15   Lainey Johns, Jane Pursell  

November 22   Lois and Doug Bondor  

 
 

Communion Servers  
 

November 1     Howard Jones, Carol Moran,  

                           Eric Strangfeld, Cathy Torrey  

 

Our Ministry Team Officers 
 

Building and Property Craig Bender (E), Marty Gunderman (E),  

     Jim Hansen (E), Doug Bondor (D), Eric Strangfeld  
 

Christian Education/Youth Ministry Julie Lyons (D), Shari   

     Norgard (E), Karen Pardonner (E), Barbara Pederson (E) 
 

Evangelism/Membership Lois Bondor (E), Debbie Cortelyou (D),   

     Carol Moran (E), Cathy Torrey (D), Carol Van Norman (D) 
 

Mission Interpretation Brad Bondor (E), Jim Bush (E),  

     Steve Cameron (D)   
 

Nominating Jim Hansen (D), Karl Nielsen (E) 
 

Personnel Helen Jones (D), Laura Navarro (E) 
 

Stewardship and Finance Denis Goldman (E), Alice Hansen (D),  

     Pat Keefe (D), Karl Nielsen (E)    
 

Worship and Music Evelyn Cameron (D),  Howard Jones (E),    

     Meredith Oliver (D), Ken Wieder (E)                 (E: Elder, D: Deacon) 

 

 
 

Special Dates  
 

Also see the main calendar on page 14 
 

November 10   Presbytery meets at AFPC        

November 15   Consecration Sunday 

November 29   First Sunday of Advent 

 

Coming Up  
 

December 6     Christmas concert        

December 20   Lessons and Carols 

December 24   Christmas Eve services 

 

 
 

 

The vision of Alexandria First Presbyterian  

Church is to gather in God’s grace and to be 

led by the Holy Spirit.  We joyfully worship, 

prayerfully seek, and gratefully share as a 

loving family growing in Jesus Christ. 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  

OF BRANCHES IS THE 3rd THURSDAY  

OF THE MONTH 
 

Branches is a publication of Alexandria First 

Presbyterian Church (USA), 141 Little York-

Mount Pleasant Road, Milford, NJ 08848.  The 

newsletter is published monthly—except 

during August—to inform members and 

friends of church programs, news, and events.  

Branches is online in the “News/Our 

Newsletter” tab at  

www.alexpres.org. 
 

Editor: alexpres@embarqmail.com 
 

Alexandria First Presbyterian  
Church of Mount Pleasant 

 

ALEXANDRIA FIRST  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 

141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road 

Milford, NJ 08848 

Web: www.alexpres.org 

Office: 908-996-4333  

 

THE STAFF of ALEXANDRIA CHURCH 

Reverend Nicholas C. Hatch 

Pastor 
 

Nerva Altino 

Director of Music Ministry 
 

Pati Tiedeman 

Administrative Assistant 

 

 How to Reach the Pastor 

  
 

Rev. Nick Hatch 

 Through the church office Monday through Thursday  

              from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 908-996-4333 

 By the church’s website on the “contact us” link: 

www.alexpres.org  

 Via his email: pastornickhatch@gmail.com 

http://www.alexpres.org/
mailto:alexpres@embarqmail.com
http://www.alexpres.org/
http://www.alexpres.org/
mailto:pastornickhatch@gmail.com
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Alexandria Presbyterian Church 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 

All Saints’ Day 

Daylight Saving Ends 

 

10:00 Worship,  

           communion 

11:00 Fellowship,  

           refreshments 

11:15 Men’s Choir 

2 3 

Election Day 

 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

6:00 Boy Scouts 

4 

 

6:00 Bible study 

9:00 Session  

        materials due 

9:30 Bible study 

7:00 Book club 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

5 

 

2:30 Staff 

4:15 Worship and  

         Music 

7:30 Boy Scouts 

6:30 Youth Choir 

7:00 Men’s Choir 

8:00 Women’s Choir 

9:00 Chancel Choir 

6 

 

7:30 Boy Scouts 

7 

8 

 

10:00 Worship 

10:15 Sunday school 

11:00 Fellowship,  

           refreshments 

11:15 Women’s Choir 

 

 
 

9 10 

 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

5:45 Presbytery 

6:00 Boy Scouts 

11 

Veterans’ Day 

 

6:00 Bible study 

9:30 Bible study 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

7:00 Session 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 14 

15 

Consecration Sunday 

 

10:00 Worship 

10:15 Sunday school 

11:00 Fellowship,  

           refreshments  

11:15 Chancel Choir 

 

 

16 

 
17 

 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

6:00 Boy Scouts9  

 

18 

 

6:00 Bible study 

9:30 Bible study 

7:00 Book club          

7:00 Boy Scouts 

 

 

 

19 

 

2:30 Staff 

6:30 Youth Choir 

7:00 Chancel Choir 

20 

 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

21 

 

 

22 

Christ the King 
 

10:00 Worship           

10:15 Sunday school 

11:00 Fellowship,  

           refreshments  

11:15 Chancel Choir 

23 
 

24 

 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

6:00 Boy Scouts9  
 

25 

 

6:00 Bible study 

9:30 Bible study 

7:00 Book club 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

26 

 

Thanksgiving 

Office closed 

 
 

27 

 

Office closed 

 

 

 

 
 

28 

 

10:00 Boy Scouts 

 

29 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

10:00 Worship 

10:15 Sunday school 

11:00 Fellowship,  

           refreshments 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon of the Week 

Nov 1     Evelyn Cameron 

Nov 8     Steve Cameron 

Nov 15   Doug Bondor 

Nov 22   Eric Strangfeld 

Nov 29   Pat Keefe 
 


