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                                                                                 A Note from Nick 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 For months now you have heard me talking about the upcoming capital campaign, and at last it is officially here!  

  

 Our capital campaign entitled “Renewing God’s House: A Great Heritage, A Great Future” was officially kicked 

off last Sunday during worship.  We heard from our campaign chairperson, Karl Nielsen, and together thought about 

gratitude in our lives of faith.  This is an exciting time in the life of our church, and there are several dates and 

opportunities you will not want to miss.   

 

First of all, we will continue to think about different themes each week during worship as we contemplate our 

faith in the context of giving.  These themes include: prayer, ministry, sacrifice, and first fruits.  Each of these Sunday 

worship services will include new and different ways to celebrate our church . . . including a ministry parade on May 7th! 

 

In addition to our worship together, each of you will be invited to a Home Gathering on May 8th or 9th.   These 

Home Gatherings will be a fun opportunity to gather with friends for food and fellowship as we hear more about the 

campaign projects and have an opportunity to ask questions.   

 

Then on May 21st we will bring forward our pledge cards as we commit together to “Renewing God’s House!” 

 

Please mark down all of these dates on your calendar and plan to be a part of this exciting time at our church!   

 

Each of us is included in this process, and that starts right now as I invite you to join me in praying our campaign 

prayer, “Lord, what do you want to do through me?”   

 

Your friend in Christ, 

 

Pastor Nick   
 

 

 
 

http://www.alexpres.org/
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Tending the Flock 
 

Baptisms 

     We rejoice with those who are celebrating their baptism anniversary. It was in May that Ashley May Folmar, Alexis 

Rose Gunderman, James Monroe Hansen Jr., Charlotte Taylor Hatch, Nora Lynn Hatch, Amelia Ann Schaefer, Keira 

Nicole Vogel, and Sarah Rose Wardach became children of God through the sacrament of baptism. Congratulations and 

blessings!  

 
April Flowers  

 

April 2 given to the glory of God by the Cameron family in celebration of spring and    

 the season of rebirth  
 

April 9 given to the glory of God by Tammy Sassaman in celebration of Palm Sunday  
 

April 16    given to the glory of God by members of the church in honor and in memory of  

   loved ones  
 

 April 23 given to the glory of God by the Strangfeld family in celebration of Ryan’s 12th 

birthday 

 
Happy Birthday to Us  
    

     Happy birthday? How do you figure that to be? Read on . . .  

     Our congregation was organized some time before 1752 (written 

records of our congregation have not been found until then). The 

congregation is officially mentioned in presbytery minutes in 1752.  

     Construction of our present edifice began in 1842.  

     So that makes the year 2017 an important one for us at 

Alexandria First Presbyterian: the 265th anniversary of the con-

gregation (more or less) and the 175th anniversary of our sanctuary. 

And if you want to throw the Little York Chapel into the mix, this 

would be the year it celebrates its 215th year! 

  
News from PCUSA 
  

     All sixteen constitutional amendments proposed by the 222nd General Assembly (2016) of the 

Presbyterian Church USA have received the 86 affirmative votes from among the 170 presbyteries 

needed for ratification. 

     The new provisions will take effect on June 25, 2017—one year from the adjournment of the 

assembly that proposed them. Presbyteries have until that date to vote on the proposals and are 

encouraged to do so. 

     All the amendments are listed at https://www.pcusa.org/news/2017/4/10/all-proposed-constitutional-amendments-

have-been-r/  

https://www.pcusa.org/news/2017/4/10/all-proposed-constitutional-amendments-have-been-r/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2017/4/10/all-proposed-constitutional-amendments-have-been-r/
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 What We Do  
 

America’s Grow-a-Row 

June 4       |  1 to 3 p.m.  

August 26 |  9 to 12     

 Mission Interpretation has secured volunteer dates with America’s Grow-a-Row! Volunteer to plant 

on Sunday, June 4 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. You can also help us harvest on Saturday, August 26 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Sign up on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. 

 For information on America’s Grow-a-Row, please visit their website at www.americasgrowarow.com.  

 FYI!  Shop-Rite gift cards are still available. Please support our youth trips. See Renee Skibinski with any questions. 

 For more info on any on-going or upcoming Mission Interpretation projects, please see a MI Team member: Brad 

Bondor, Steve Cameron, Alice Hansen, or Lainey Johns. 

 
Little Dresses for Africa  
 

www.littledressesforafrica.org  

     Come join us on Saturday June 24 to make simple dresses to donate to Little Dresses for Africa.  This non-profit 

group distributes free dresses through orphanages, villages, and schools to orphaned young girls 

throughout continental Africa and beyond.  

     We will be using our share of this year’s Global 

Peace Offering to buy the materials and pillowcases 

needed to create the colorful little dresses. Dresses 

will provide relief, as well as plant the seed of 

worthiness in the hearts of God’s most vulnerable: little girls. 

     Look for more information soon on volunteering to sew, cutting out patterns, or donating lace and dress decorations. 

 We’ll also need a couple more sewing machines and irons with boards. 

      
Hygiene Kits  
 

May 21 - June 4 

     The congregation is invited to join in creating 20 hygiene kits to be 

distributed by Church World Service. The kits can mean the difference between 

sickness and health for struggling families caught in a natural disaster, in 

violence, or in poverty. Each kit will contain a hand towel, wash cloth, comb, 

fingernail clipper, bar of soap, toothbrush, and 10 band aides. If you’d like to 

donate please pick up an item tag from the cross in Fellowship Hall starting May 

14. Collection boxes will be located in Fellowship Hall and narthex. We will meet to assemble the kits on June 11, 

immediately following the Sunday service. Please see any member of the Mission Team with questions and share the 

flyer on the next page with family and friends. 

http://www.americasgrowarow.com/
http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/
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Caring Hands Crafters 
 

Next meeting: Sunday, May 21 | 11:15 a.m. 

     Thank you to the anonymous donor(s) who dropped off skeins of yarn to be made 

into limb huggers, PICC line covers, warming caps, and NICU baby blankets by the 

CHC group. We greatly appreciate you thinking of us and your desire to be part of the 

excitement as we try to bring a little comfort to those who suffer so much. 

     The CHC group is always open to receiving help from the congregation. Soft 

lightweight scrap yarn or full skeins of lightweight yarn are used in the baby blankets. “Knots of Love Approved Yarns” 

(the list is on the bulletin board by the choir room) is used in all other Knots of Love projects.  

     Caring Hands sent 15 lovingly crafted donations to Knots of Love in March. The yarn challenge this month is to use 

using pink, yellow, purple, and/or green pastels—just like May flowers—in our projects. Also check the bulletin board for 

information on Flemington Knitting and Crocheting Guild activities.  

 
Deacons Highlights 

 

Regular Meeting | April 4, 2017 

 Deacon Steve Cameron led devotions on how we can help and walk 

along with Jesus carrying the cross as Simon did 

 The cares and concerns of the congregation were shared 

 The ministry teams reported as follows: 

 Evangelism/Membership: the dinner was well attended; Easter egg hunt for Easter; Confirmation Sunday on 

May 21; and Pentecost on June 4 

 Building/Property: Clean-up day on May 13 to include raking, gardening, etc.; looking at maintenance 

expenses once some of the improvements are done; will be securing bids from construction companies; 

energy audit to be done; outdoor bulletin board to post events 

 Mission Interpretation: Caring Hands met on April 2; Lainey did a minute for mission; will be making sure 

activities are communicated to the congregation 

 Worship/Music: Maundy Thursday–Alice is assigned to communion prep; will need to coordinate with Nick 

regarding communion needs 

 Nick will be offering communion to shut-ins on April 11 

 Easter flowers will be taken to our shut-ins 

 We will provide lemonade and cookies on the first Sundays in July, August, and September 

 Deacons Class of 2017 will be leaving: Steve Cameron, Doug Bondor, Alice Hansen, Alicia Scurti, Debbie 

Cortelyou, and Eric Strangfeld 
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Christian Education Wrap Up 
 

     Sunday, April 30 marks the last day of our church’s Sunday school classroom program for this academic year but the 

faith-filled fun continues for the children of our church and the local community. Mark your calendars for these exciting 

plans coming up: 
 

Confirmation Sunday - May 21 
 

Graduating Seniors Recognition - June 18 
 

Senior High Mission Trip - to Norristown, PA the week of June 24 - July 1 
 

Summer Fun for the Little Ones - Children are invited to actively participate in worship through the summer months.  

But should you need it, nursery care will be available to occupy the little ones during the worship service. 
 

Nursery (birth to age 3) - Our nursery is a relaxed setting with books and toys for the children to enjoy under the careful 

supervision of gentle volunteers. Thanks to our sound system, volunteers can listen to a live feed of the worship service.  

Adult and teen helpers are needed. Opportunities are available for just one Sunday or many. 
 

Summer Sunday School (Pre-K - Grade 5) - Children will be listening for God’s word as they have fun playing games 

and singing songs in a one-room schoolhouse-type environment during the summer months. Adult and teen helpers are 

needed. Opportunities are available for just one Sunday or many; volunteers please contact Julie Lyons. 
 

Vacation Bible School July 31 through August 4. See page 10 of this issue for an exciting offer! 

Hero Central:  Discover Your Strength in God! 

Hosted by Alexandria First Presbyterian Church 

Save the dates for another fun VBS this summer! Children preschool through 5th grade will have a great time singing 

songs, discovering Bible stories, creating crafts and playing games. Adult and teen volunteers from Alexandria, 

Frenchtown, and Milford Presbyterian churches help to make this an exciting event for families in our community. If you 

are interested in helping out this summer, please contact Gayle Hatch. More detailed information and registration forms 

are available on the AFPC website alexpres.org. 

 
A Special Request from the Food Pantry 
 

     As you know, our food pantry provides a needed service to our immediate area, both to our church family and to the 

Frenchtown Food Pantry. Recently we’ve received word that Frenchtown has a special need for spices. Cinnamon, 

oregano, parsley, and the like will help round out their shelves. They are also, as always, in need of paper products such 

as toilet paper, feminine hygiene, paper plates, and napkins.  A continued favorite is Bush’s Baked Beans, so if you see 

them on sale be sure to get a few cans!  

     We ask that you take a moment to check your donations for an expired dates. Expired products cannot be given out 

and wind up being discarded. Thank you for you continued and loving support! 
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Care-to-Share Update 
 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”  

Matthew 25:40 
 

     Thank you for helping with this year’s Care-to-

Share program that benefited NORWESCAP in 

Phillipsburg. Our congregation partnered with 

ShopRite to donate hundreds of food items to fill 

their need. The youth of our church 

gathered on Palm Sunday to uniquely decorate 

lunch bags and prayer cards. Our church’s efforts 

were wrapped up on Maundy Thursday when 41 

friends gathered for communion and assembled 

360 complete lunches. Those lunches 

along with the extra items (all totaling 716 

pounds!) were donated to NORWESCAP.  

     Although the job here at Alexandria Church is finished, our love 

endures. We pray that those who participated continue to feel God’s 

grace and those who received a lunch this Easter feel comfort and 

nourishment to their body and soul.  

     How blessed we are to have a caring congregation to reflect God’s 

love and glorify His name by serving others. NORWESCAP’s mission is 

to improve the lives of families in need in Northwest New Jersey by 

providing programs and education that foster self-sufficiency. The food 

bank aids in the relief of hunger by distributing over 2,000,000 pounds 

of food annually to more than 120 pantries, shelters, soup kitchens, on-

site feeding programs, child care centers, senior centers, and programs 

for the disabled in Hunterdon, Sussex, and Warren counties. They rely 

on hundreds of volunteers and thousands of generous donations from 

individuals, corporations, and private foundations. 

 
May Birthdays 
 

 

1 Al Iannacone 8 Evelyn Cameron 14 Karen Pardonner 26 Tyler McGuire 

2 Juliana Soos 11 Sally Brunkus 15 Tanner McGuire 28 Laurie Gregory 

3 John McDowall  Marian Schick 16 Jane Pursell  Kelsey Kunich 

4 Mary Goldman 12 Millie Hunt 18 Carol Moran  Kelsey Pardonner 

6 Kyle Kunich  Danny Iannacone 20 Clyde Branson   

 Athena McDowall  Cathy Torrey 25 Kevin Moran   
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Sunday May 7 through Friday May 12 

9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Enter through the church courtyard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Collecting belts, handbags, shoes, coats, linens, towels, gloves, 

hats, blankets 

 Place all items in securely fastened plastic bags 

 Separate sample sized shampoos and lotions into their own bags 

 Worn, torn, and stained items are accepted 

 Please insure all items are clean 

 NO household items or toys 

 NO furniture or bric-a-brac 

 NO paper bags or boxes 
 

 

All donations benefit the Trenton Rescue Mission 
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It Was Fun! 
 

     Thank you for all your love and support of our Fun Run. With your assistance we are $1,500 closer to our goal of 

$13,600. It was a beautiful day of sun and fellowship. 18 participants in all took a glorious lap around the park.  

Truthfully, we could not go on our youth mission trip without your support. The entire youth mission trip team, as well as 

those we will serve while on our mission trip to Norristown, PA in June, deeply appreciate your generosity. 

     Love and blessings, 

     The 2017 youth mission trip participants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Memorial Day 
 

     This month Americans honor those who have given their lives in service to our 

nation. At times like this, we remember the teaching of Jesus where he said, 

“Greater love hath no man than this: that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 

(John 15:13) 

     In other words, on a day when we remember those who gave their lives for our country, we are called to remember the 

fact that Christ laid down his life for us. So, thank you soldiers—past and present—for the freedoms you protect. And, 

because of those freedoms, we can tell the Good News of the gospel of the perfect One who laid down His life for us all. 

 

A Mother’s Day Prayer  
 

         Dear Father, 

As Mary was the model of prayer, of love, and of obedience to the will of God,  

   by your grace make all mothers holy and rich with your gifts.   

Bind families together in the bonds of peace and safety  

   so that mothers will feel nurtured by love.   

May all mothers everywhere enjoy good health and spiritual well-being  

   to enable them to care for their families.  Amen. 
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Session Highlights 
 

Regular Meeting  |  April 19, 2017 

 Elder Jim Hansen led devotions with a reading from The Christian Atheist 

with comments and then prayer 

 Deacon Tammy Sassaman commented on the works of the deacons with updates on Easter flowers to shut-ins, the 

schedule for refreshments following summer services, and the completion of military gift boxes 

 Elder Karl Nielsen presented the church financial report as of March 31. Revenue of $50,488.20 and expenses of 

$50,707.26 with a projected deficit for the year of $5,982.30 

 Financial Recording Secretary Alice Muztafago has given notice that she will be retiring from her position effective 

January of 2018  

 A time of study was held on Transformational Leaders, Session 3, “Congregational Life” and Luke 5:1-11. Later, 

Session broke into small groups for further discussion. The study period ended with an Affirmation of Faith spoken in 

unison  

 George Erlandson, a member of the congregation and student at Princeton Theological Seminary, gave an update of his 

past year in Inquirer status under the care of Session. He now seeks to move to Candidate status. He related that he 

works part-time at Allentown (NJ) Presbyterian Church. Among his duties which he particularly enjoys is the teaching 

of an adult education course 

 The following recommendations were approved: 

 George Erlandson’s request to move from Inquirer status to Candidate status in the Presbytery of New 

Brunswick 

 purchase a $100 ShopRite gift card for Amy Christie our housekeeper in recognition this summer of her ten 

years of service with us 

 partner with Riegel Ridge Community Center in offering our VBS program as a trip option for the camp week 

 Rev. Hatch’s sabbatical during the summer of 2018 

 participate in the Little Dresses for Africa mission project on June 24 in Fellowship Hall  

 
A Word about Your Intentions  
 

     A will represents your final wishes and intentions. After 

providing for your loved ones, please consider one final 

testament of faith through a bequest in your will or living 

trust that provides enduring support for the ministries of 

Alexandria Church. For many of us, this will be the most 

significant gift we will make – our gift of a lifetime. 

     You can designate your gift for any ministry or purpose 

in our church. In this way, you can support the mission of 

Alexandria Church for generations to come. In a sense you 

will be leaving a legacy to the church. A gift need not be 

large to be important! 

 
 

“Give generously to him and do so without a 
grudging heart; then because of this the Lord 
your God will bless you in all your work and in 

everything you put your hand to.” 
Deuteronomy 15:10 
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9 am to 12 pm 
 
 

COME FOR THE WHOLE MORNING 

-OR- 

COME FOR JUST AN HOUR 

 Bring work gloves 

 Rakes to move parking lot gravel needed 

 Gardens will be weeded 

 Various small repairs will be done 

 We thank you in advance for helping to maintain our church and 

       grounds! 
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Worship Assistants 
 

May 7         Howard Jones               

May 14       Laura Navarro             

May 21       Pat Keefe          

May 28       Jeri Bone   
 

Ushers 
 

May 7         Strangfeld family               

May 14       Skibinski family              

May 21       Stagg family          

May 28       Jeanne Cole, Martha Harrison   

 

Communion Servers  
 

May 7          Doug Bondor, Lois Bondor,  

                     Howard Jones, Carol Van Norman 

 

Our Ministry Team Officers 
 

Building and Property Doug Bondor (D), Marty Gunderman (E),  

     Jim Hansen (E)  
 

Christian Education Jim Bush (E), Barbara Pederson (E),  

     Alicia Scurti (D) 
 

Evangelism/Membership Lois Bondor (E),   

     Cyndi McDowall (E), Cathy Torrey (D), Carol Van Norman (D) 
 

Mission Interpretation Brad Bondor (E), Steve Cameron (D),  

     Lainey Johns (E), Alice Hansen (D)   
 

Nominating Jim Bush (E), Joan Carroll (E)   
 

Personnel Joan Carroll (E), Helen Jones (D), Laura Navarro (E) 
 

Stewardship and Finance Pat Keefe (D), Denis Goldman (E),  

     Karl Nielsen (E), Eric Strangfeld (D)    
 

Worship and Music Jeri Bone (E), Evelyn Cameron (D),  Howard  

     Jones (E), Tammy Sassaman (D)                        (E: Elder, D: Deacon) 

 

 

Special Dates  
 

Also see the main calendar on page 14  
 

May 7          Ministry Sunday, communion,   

                     clothing drive begins 

May 13        Churchwide clean up day 

May 21        Confirmation Sunday, Commitment    

                     Sunday, hygiene kits collection begins 
                      

Coming Up  
 

June 4          Pentecost, communion 

June 11        Trinity Sunday 

June 18        Celebration Sunday 

June 24        Little Dresses for Africa,  

                     mission trip begins  

The vision of Alexandria First Presbyterian  

Church is to gather in God’s grace and to be 

led by the Holy Spirit.  We joyfully worship, 

prayerfully seek, and gratefully share as a 

loving family growing in Jesus Christ. 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE  

OF BRANCHES IS THE 3rd THURSDAY  

OF THE MONTH 
 

Branches is a publication of Alexandria First 

Presbyterian Church (USA), 141 Little York-

Mount Pleasant Road, Milford, NJ 08848.  

The newsletter is published monthly—

except during August—to inform members 

and friends of church programs, news, and 

events.  Branches is online in the “News/Our 

Newsletter” tab at  

www.alexpres.org. 
 

Editor: churchoffice@alexpres.org   
 

Alexandria First Presbyterian  
Church of Mount Pleasant 

ALEXANDRIA FIRST  

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 

141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road 

Milford, NJ 08848 

Web: www.alexpres.org 

Office: 908-996-4333  

 

THE STAFF of ALEXANDRIA CHURCH 

Reverend Nicholas C. Hatch 

Pastor 
 

Jerry Phelps 

Director of Music Ministry 

 

Pati Tiedeman 

Administrative Assistant  

 

How to Reach the Pastor  

 

Rev. Nick Hatch 

 Through the church office Monday through Thursday  

              from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 908-996-4333 

 By the church’s website on the “contact us” link: 

www.alexpres.org  

 Via his email: nhatch@alexpres.org 
 

 

http://www.alexpres.org/
mailto:churchoffice@alexpres.org
http://www.alexpres.org/
http://www.alexpres.org/
mailto:pnhatch@alexpres.org
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Alexandria Presbyterian Church 
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 

 

1 

 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

7:30 Bible study 

2 

 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

7:00 Deacons 

 

3 

 

6:00 Men’s Bible  

        Study 

9:00 Session  

        materials due 

9:30 Bible study 

 

 

4 

 

3:00 Staff 

4:15 Worship and  

         Music 

7:00 Chancel Choir 

7:30 Boy Scouts 

 

5 6 

 

7 

Ministry Sunday 

10:00 Worship,  

          communion  

11:15 Confirmation 

  6:00 Boy Scouts 

 

Clothing Drive 9-8 

8 

 Home Gatherings 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

 

 
 

 

Clothing Drive 9-8 

9 

 Home Gatherings 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

5:45 Presbytery 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

 Clothing Drive 9-8 

10 

 

6:00 Men’s Bible  

        study 

9:30 Bible study 

7:00 Session 

 

Clothing Drive 9-8 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clothing Drive 9-8 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clothing Drive 9-8 

 

13 

 

Clean Up Day 

see p. 12 

14 

Mother’s Day 

 9:00 Youth and Jr Choir  

          rehearsal 

10:00 Worship 

15 

 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

7:30 Bible study 

16 

 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

17 

 

6:00 Men’s Bible  

        Study 

9:30 Bible study 

18 

 

9:00 June Branches 

        deadline 

3:00 Staff 

7:00 Chancel Choir 

19 

 

7:30 Boy Scouts  

20 

21 

Confirmation Sunday 

Commitment Sunday 

10:00 Worship 

11:15 Caring Hands  

          Crafters  

12:00 Boy Scouts 

Hygiene Kit  

Collection 

22 

 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

 

 

 

 

Hygiene Kit 

Collection 
 

23 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

7:00 B&P 

7:00 M.I. 

Hygiene Kit 

Collection 

 

24 

 

6:00 Men’s Bible  

        study 

9:30 Bible study 

5:30 Girl Scouts 

7:00 Chancel Choir 

Hygiene Kit 

Collection 
 

25 

 

Ascension Day 

 

 

 

 

Hygiene Kit 

Collection 
 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hygiene Kit 

Collection 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hygiene Kit 

Collection 

 

28 

 

10:00 Worship 

  

 

 

 

Hygiene Kit   

Collection 
 

29 

Memorial Day 

 

Office  

Closed 

 

 

Hygiene Kit 

Collection 

 

30 

 

9:00 Bulletin  

        deadline 

9:30 Bible study 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

 

Hygiene Kit 

Collection 

 

31 

 

6:00 Men’s Bible  

        study 

9:30 Bible study 

  

 

Hygiene Kit 

Collection 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Deacon of the Week 
 

May 1    Pat Keefe 

May 7    Alice Hansen 

May 14  Tammy Sassaman 

May 21  Alicia Apgar 

May 28  Evelyn Cameron 


