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Branches
Alexandria First Presbyterian Church
“I am the vine, you are the branches.”

February 2019

141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, New Jersey 08848
908-996-4333
Web: www.alexpres.org
Facebook: Alexandria First Presbyterian Church of Mount Pleasant

Dear Friends,

A Note from Nick

This month I’d like to talk about the dreaded “C” word . . . change. Change is often hard for many of us. Generally
speaking we don’t like change. We like the familiarity of what we know. Change in churches can be especially difficult.
Churches can very easily get stuck in a rut doing the same things year after year. Sometimes even perpetuating practices
that aren’t helpful or healthy for a church. Why not simply change? Well, change means actually taking a look at what is
not working and sometimes that is simply too difficult . . . it is easier to simply say “but we've always done it this way.”
Have you heard that before? “We’ve always done it this way” are often the words of an individual or institution that has
no desire to try new things or step out of their comfort zone.1 Churches are closing all over the nation, and in most cases
it is the churches that refused to change, that refuse to try new ways of doing ministry, that eventually find they can no
longer keep their doors open.
Yes, change is hard, and that is why I’m so proud of our
congregation and all of the ways that we continue to grow as a
community of faith. In just the past year I can think of several new and
exciting ways that we have changed and grown. Last spring we added a
kids’ activity to the Good Friday service so that parents of young
children could participate in worship, while their kids were busy
playing and learning in Fellowship Hall. In September the Christian
Education Team hosted a “Parents Night Out” and had over 40 kids
participate! During Advent the Worship and Music Team helped plan
and organize a Blue Christmas Service . . . a way to minister to all
those that were hurting or struggling with loss this Christmas. And then
just a couple of Sundays ago the Mission and Interpretation Team held
a “Be the Church Day” where we gathered for a short worship service
and then worked together to complete a variety of service projects
around the church and community. On this Sunday we didn’t just
worship as a church we took seriously the call to be the hands and feet of Christ and Be the church!
I hope that if you participated in any of these events (or one of the many others) that you found your faith inspired in
new and exciting ways. I also hope that you may be inspired to try a new way of living out your own personal faith.
Maybe a change is in order? Maybe you are called to try something new? Perhaps joining a Lenten Bible study? Or
joining a ministry team? Or singing in the choir? Or serving as an Elder or a Deacon? Please think and pray about how
the Spirit may be working in you and how together we can grow and change as the children of God.
Your friend,

Pastor Nick
1
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Tending the Flock
Baptisms
Baptism is the visible sign of an invisible event: the reconciliation of people to
God. We rejoice with those who are celebrating their baptism anniversary this month.
It was in January that Bentley Nicholas Yanovskiy and Nicholas Mahlon Folmar
became children of God through the sacrament of baptism. Congratulations and
blessings!

Please Note:
The Hatch family has a
new home phone number.
Update your phone
book now.
908-318-4738

Inclement Weather
During an instance of bad weather, an early-morning decision will be made whether or not to hold worship. Under
consideration will be the condition of the roads in general and of our church parking lot specifically. If the worship
service is canceled, word will appear on the church website and an outgoing message will be placed on our voice mail.

February Birthdays
1
2
3

Doug Johns
Ken Gregory
Brayden Schneider
Avery Brunkus
Alexander MacWilliam

4
9
10
12

Jackson Koeller
Alice Muztafago
Jimmy Hansen
Emilie Serrone
Jamie Maglio

13
15
16
17
18

LeighAnne Cascio
Scott Heilig
Christopher Fennell
Gabriele Cascio
Jim Hansen

22
24
27
28

Larry Reinfeld
Kyle Kunich
Owen Hatch
Rachel McKinnon
Jessica Doyle

January Flowers
January 20

Flowers were given to the glory of God by Nancy Schumann in loving memory of family members and
friends who are gone, but not forgotten

The new 2019 flower chart is in Fellowship Hall for
those who wish to donate flowers in memory or
in celebration of a loved one or an event.
Flowers grace the sanctuary on Sunday
and then go home with you after the service.

Keeping It Real, Keeping It Healthy
We are gently reminded that leaving perishable foods in the refrigerator is a no-no!
Be sure you take all your foods with you at the end of the day. If you absolutely must
leave food overnight, please label it with your name and date or the food and its
container will be thrown out for the safety of all.
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Scout Sunday
February 3 | 10:00 a.m.
A Scout is reverent. Scouting provides fun, fellowship, and training to our youth while emphasizing honesty, selfreliance, and respect. These values strengthen a Scout’s character in family, community, and faith. Alexandria Church
will celebrate Scout Sunday on February 3rd during our family worship service beginning at 10:00 a.m. The Scout
Sunday tradition was started to spread awareness through the community and to allow Scouts to live out their duty to
God. All Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Scout leaders are invited to wear their Scout uniform or other Scoutfriendly apparel for this special celebration. Come share your Scout spirit while doing your duty to God at AFPC!

Eagle Scouts in 2018
Alexandria Church has held the charter for Boy Scout Troop 112 of Alexandria Township since 1958
and provides space for their regular meetings. We enjoy seeing how their members have grown into
responsible young men. Many have been in the program since their earliest days and have advanced
through the ranks to the prestigious rank of the Eagle Scout, the highest rank attainable through the Boy
Scouts of America. A Scout who attains this rank is called an Eagle Scout or Eagle. Since the beginning
of the Scout program, on average only 2% of all members achieve this rank. Requirements include
earning at least 21 merit badges and demonstrating Scout spirit through the Boy Scout Oath, Scout Law,
service, and leadership. This includes an extensive service project that the Scout plans, organizes, leads, and manages.
In the year 2018, four Scouts from Troop 112 have attained the rank of Eagle:
Mitchell Burns
Rory Callahan
Joseph Kiernan
Troy Stagg
Congratulations to the Scouts and their families for such dedication and perseverance!

Keeping Up Appearances
What’s New with our Buildings and Property
This winter we were blessed by the efforts of Eagle Scout Jack Bender. His Eagle project involved needed work on
our manse. In case you haven’t noticed, here’s a list of what the work entailed:
 Power washed entire house
 Restored cellar doors (prepped, primed and painted)
 Patched and painted masonry foundation
 Replaced attic windows
 Restored back porch and steps (prepped,
 Pruned lilac bushes and dogwood tree
primed and painted)
 Removed front bed stumps
 Painted front door after patching rotted sill
 Yard clean-up
 Replaced front door shutters
Much time, materials, and energy were invested to brighten the house! As Jack mentioned in his initial proposal,
“Each of these improvements will help to protect the church’s valuable asset, the manse.” Thank you Jack. It looks great.
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New Directories Are Here
The highly anticipated church photo directories have arrived! Please check in with Lois
Bondor is you haven’t received your family’s copy yet.

Lunch Bunch
February 26 | 12 p.m.
If you didn’t make it to our Lunch Bunch in January, we don’t want to make
you feel bad . . . but you missed out on a great time! Have no fear though, our next
gathering will be Tuesday, February 26 so mark it on your calendar now! We meet at noon for lunch in the Fellowship
Hall. Bring your own sandwich and we will supply drinks, chips, and dessert. Feel free to invite friends. If you need a
ride to the church, call Lois Bondor at 995-9208 and a ride will be arranged for you. We hope you don’t miss out
again—join us!

Lenten Bible Study
Save the Dates | March 10 thru April 21
We are looking forward to the 12th Annual Lenten Bible Study, a 6-week session
running from March 10 thru April 21. This year’s resource will be Rob Fuquay’s Which
Way, Lord? Exploring Your Life’s Purpose in the Journeys of Paul ($9.99).
The sign-up period for those planning to participate will take place between Sundays
February 3 and 10. At that time you will be able to sign up for your preferred day/time.
If you have any questions, please contact Cyndi McDowall or Nancy Schumann.
When?

Where?

Who?

Tuesdays

9:30 a.m.

Classroom #5

Leader: Stacy Butz

Wednesdays

9:30 a.m.

Gathering Room

Leaders: Jeri Bone, Lainey Johns, LuAnn Keefe, Flora Nielsen

Wednesdays

7:00 p.m.

Classroom #6

Leader: Renee Skibinski

So, How Was It?
How was Alexandria Church’s Yankee swap
Christmas party? So glad you asked! It was clear that
all who attended just didn’t want the Christmas season
to end. The Bondor home very quickly was filled with
many people, great food, holiday spirit, and lots of
laughs as everyone enjoyed an evening of fellowship.
The lovely treasures that were opened and swapped . . .
and swapped again . . . and still again were unique
beyond words and left many unsuspecting party-goers
speechless!
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Christian Education Happenings
February 3
Scout Sunday
All Cub Scouts, Brownies, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venture Scouts interested in
being a part of the Scout Sunday service please contact Cyndi McDowall
March 3
Youth Sunday Coming Up
We need to see you in Sunday school throughout February so we can all start
prepping for the excitement
Stay Tuned
Rock Climbing
Details to be announced soon

A Christmas Play Like No Other
We completely enjoyed the presentation from the Sunday school depicting the Christmas story on Christmas Eve.
Thank you to all our young performers and their parents!

The Good New Flash Cast
Ellie Lyons, Emma Strangfeld, Willy
Fritsche, Danica Doyle, Owen Hatch
Middle: Kylie Croasdale, Josalyn Croasdale,
Nora Hatch
Bottom: Charlotte Hatch, Lexi Croasdale,
Belle Sassaman
Not pictured: Katelyn Heilig, Cole Fritsche
Top:
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Mission Interpretation: It’s What We Do
BE THE CHURCH DAY - LOOK WHAT WE DID !
To honor Martin Luther King Day 2019, we
gathered after service on Sun., Jan. 20 to Be Our
Church. We made over 200 Valentines to be sent
to Meals on Wheels recipients this February 14,
Valentine’s Day. We cut over a dozen fleece
blankets to benefit the wildlife orphans at
Woodlands Wildlife in Pittstown, NJ. We painted
the new wainscoting bordering our sanctuary.
We supported the Alexandria Equestrian
Association by dragging and raking the large
ring at the Alexandria Park Barn. Pastor Nick
and company visited a beloved senior church
member with communion. We answered the call,
we served. Your Mission Interpretation Team
thanks all who planned, participated, and joined in
and did good works.
Thanks to all for BEING THE CHURCH!
MISSION RIDDLE OF THE MONTH: “What Am I?”
Last Month: “I can be warm and comforting . . . but I only come out in the COLD days of Winter!”
Answer: AFPC’s Annual Super Bowl Soup Can Drive! (See below for info!)
NEXT RIDDLE POSTED: MARCH “BRANCHES” NEWSLETTER!
UPCOMING MISSION EVENT: CARE TO SHARE, APRIL 2019!
. . . BUT FIRST . . .
AFPC’s ANNUAL SUPER BOWL
SOUP CAN DRIVE!
Sunday, Feb. 3 – Sunday, Feb. 10, 2019
Entering our 4th year of benefitting NORWESCAP’s cold weather shelf-stocking initiative, please bring in up-to-date
cans of soup (low sodium preferred) for those with little or no access during these frigid seasonal months. To celebrate
your competitive spirit, place your cans in the bin with the balloons of the TEAM OF YOUR CHOICE, either THE
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS or THE LOS ANGELES RAMS, starting Sun., Feb. 3. On Feb. 10 we’ll see which
team gleans the most cans and crowned AFPC’S Super Bowl Champ!
For any questions please see any member of your Mission Interpretation Team.
submitted by Lainey Johns
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February 3 - February 10
Alexandria Presbyterian Church
141 Little York Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, New Jersey

Choir Robes Need a Home
We have
20 yellow child-sized and
9 blue youth-sized choir robes
with 18 coordinating reversible cowls
They are no longer being used and we want to find good homes for them
If you know of a choir, a thespian troupe, or similar organization
who would appreciate them at no cost please
call the church office without delay
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Capital Campaign Update
What’s New in February?
 Our fire safety wiring and components were inspected and tested, and we passed with
flying colors
 We also had our framing inspection, which we also passed
 The final site inspection will be in the near future, once the sheetrock is up
and the area finished off
 The sheetrock will start going up at the end of this week or early next
week
 The sliding door in the center of the area is set up and a great deal of
framing is firmly in place

Memorial Fund
When sorrow visits us through the loss of a loved one, we often express
our sympathy by sending flowers. While most of us appreciate floral
tributes, there is a more lasting way to express our sympathy. The
Alexandria Church Memorial Fund provides a splendid opportunity for a
permanent expression of the esteem in which we hold our loved ones and friends.
To donate a memorial gift, you may send your check to the church with “memorial” in the memo section. Also state the
name of the departed. A note of appreciation will be sent to you and an acknowledgment sent to any other address you wish.
The name of your loved one will also be recorded in our large Book of Remembrance which is on display in the upstairs
corridor.
Contributions to the Memorial Fund are not limited only to members of Alexandria Church but may be made by any
person who desires to honor anyone with a living memorial.

A Memorable Valentine’s Day
Experience has taught us that the Valentine’s Day flowers will eventually fade. Candy will be eaten. Balloons will surely
pop. Stuffed animals may stop singing. Cards will be lost or thrown away. But the love
that is shared with one another, and God’s love for us, will never pass away.
“ ‘Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed,
yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken
nor my covenant of peace be removed,’
says the Lord, who has compassion on you.” –Isaiah 54:10
May you find little ways to show some acts of kindness to those you love before and after Valentine’s Day this year.
-8www.alexpres.org
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Training for Presbyterian Leaders
EQUIPPING THE SAINTS
Saturday, February 2, 2019
First Presbyterian Church of Metuchen
270 Woodbridge Avenue, Metuchen, New Jersey






Registration opens at 8 a.m.
Workshops for deacons, elders, clerks, treasurers, and youth leaders begin at 9 a.m.
The heart of the day is worship at 11 a.m. Discussion and lunch follow
Afternoon breakout sessions allow participants to explore topics that excite their own passions in ministry
Visit the website for a full schedule of events and online registration: https://equipping-the-saints.org/

News from Presbyterian Church USA
It’s statistics season for the Presbyterian Church USA. Each January churches throughout the denomination begin
filling out forms that will help the Office of the General Assembly determine trends. The process of gathering statistics
in the Presbyterian church dates back to the 1860s. Information includes congregational size and age ranges.
“We hope churches want to know what’s going on within their congregations. It’s a way to track what they did ten
years ago and what they are doing today,” said Kris Valerius, manager of Denominational Rolls and Statistics. “They
have access to ten years of their data, and they should see a lot of trends. Statistics are a good way to do that. It’s also a
mandate of the Book of Order, so churches are required to submit this information to their presbytery once a year.
Churches will notice that the age range has changed. The highest age range used to be 65 and older, now it’s 70 and
older. The age demographics are within 1-2% of where they were back then. We hear complaints that we have few
young people in the denomination, but looking back we see that the percentage of young people in the church was 1518%, practically the same. It will be interesting to see what the stats tell us about seventy years and older. We believe we
will have some new patterns starting to emerge after this year.”
Churches are good at responding in a timely manner. Last year, approximately 91% of church membership was
accounted for.
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2019/1/16/measuring-church-trends/

With love from
Alexandria
Church
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Deacons Highlights
January 8, 2019
 Deacon Tammy Sassaman opened with a reading from Our Daily Bread
and a prayer. The reading was about New Year priorities
 The cares and concerns of the congregation were shared. Discussion centered on home-bound member and those
who grieve
 The ministry teams reported:
 Christian Education: The Lenten Bible study will be announced shortly; rock climbing trip planned for the
church children; go carting for the senior high students coming up; Be the Church Day on January 20; February
3 is Scout Day; third grade Bible presentation will be on February 13. Confirmation class will be comprised of 2
students
 Evangelism and Membership: Caroling was canceled due to the weather; January/February is the time to send
the servicemen/women care packages; January 5: Yankee Swap was well attended; January 27: deacons will
bring desserts for the congregation meeting (some members of the church have offered to buy a new coffee pot);
communion cups were ordered; February: Game Day; March 9: Dinner out; April: Easter egg hunt; May:
Pentecost
 Mission Interpretation: Shop Rite Gleaning is every other Thursday; January 20: Be the Church Day; Superbowl
Sunday is the canned soup drive
 Personnel: Personnel reviews are completed
 Worship and Music: Blue Christmas service was very meaningful; Lenten preparations are being discussed
 The Christmas Giving Tree received mostly gift cards. A total of $450 was donated
 Poinsettias were distributed
 Soldier’s boxes will be sent to Ethan Butz, Athena McDowell (when she goes to Jordan), Tyler Sassaman and Scott
Moran. Boxes will include goodies, batteries, stamps, etc
 Mother’s Day suggestion is to give flowers to mothers

Caring Hands Crafters
February 17 | 11:15 a.m.
The Caring Hands Crafters of Alexandria Church will meet on February 17 at 11:15. We
can’t wait to spend time with our crafty friends! Our group is warm and friendly—just what
we need during these cold winter months. Come on by and warm your soul with good
friendship and a hot beverage and snacks! Join us as we support each other’s work, help with
questions, and be inspired by a show and tell of one of your projects. And yes, we’ll finally
get to that previously-promised mini workshop on the crocheted granny stitch.
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Annual Night Out with
AFPC Friends
154 State Highway 173
Asbury, New Jersey

Saturday, March 9
6 p.m.
You are warmly invited to share an evening with
good friends and enjoy delicious food
Pre-orders and pre-payment are required and are being collected now
Appetizer, salad, main course, two vegetables, dessert,
coffee, tip, and tax are all included
Please make your selection and place it and your payment in the large
envelope on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board
Name
Phone
Indicate your choice:
Entrée

Cost

Prime rib

$38.00 pp

Salmon

$32.00 pp

Chicken

$32.00 pp

Vegetarian

$32.00 pp

Total payment
included:
-11www.alexpres.org
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Worship Assistants

Our Ministry Team Officers

Feb 3
Scouts
Feb 10 Matthew Butz
Feb 17 Nancy Schumann
Feb 24 Laura Navarro

Building and Property Marty Gunderman (E), Jim Hansen (E)

Ushers
Feb 3
Scouts
Feb 10 Norgard family
Feb 17 Keefe family
Feb 24 MacWilliam family

Communion
Feb 3

Laurie Gregory, LuAnn Keefe,
Pat Keefe, Al Navarro

Special Dates
Also see the main calendar on page 13
Feb 3
Scout Sunday, communion
Feb 10
Game Day

Coming Up
March 3
March 6
March 9

Youth Sunday, communion
Ash Wednesday
Fellowship Night Out

Christian Education Alicia Apgar (D), Mary Goldman (E),
Cyndi McDowall (E),
Evangelism/Membership Lois Bondor (E), Howard Jones (E),
Sharon Solomon (D), Carol Van Norman (D)
Mission Interpretation Stacy Butz (D), Evelyn Cameron (D),
Lainey Johns (E), Howard Thomas (E)
Nominating LuAnn Keefe (E), Cyndi McDowall (E)
Personnel Joan Carroll (E), Helen Jones (D), Flora Nielsen (E)
Stewardship and Finance Laurie Gregory (D), Robin Vogel (E)
Worship and Music LuAnn Keefe (E), Flora Nielsen (E),
Tammy Sassaman (D)
(E: Elder, D: Deacon)

The vision of Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church is to gather in God’s grace and to be
led by the Holy Spirit. We joyfully worship,
prayerfully seek, and gratefully share as a
loving family growing in Jesus Christ.
THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
OF BRANCHES IS THE 3rd THURSDAY
OF THE MONTH
Branches is a publication of Alexandria First
Presbyterian Church (USA), 141 Little YorkMount Pleasant Road, Milford, NJ 08848.
The newsletter is published monthly—
except during August—to inform members
and friends of church programs, news, and
events. Branches is online in the “News/Our
Newsletter” tab at
www.alexpres.org

ALEXANDRIA FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)
141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, NJ 08848
Web: www.alexpres.org
Office: 908-996-4333
THE STAFF of ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
Reverend Nicholas C. Hatch
Pastor
Jerry Phelps
Director of Music Ministry
Pati Tiedeman
Administrative Assistant

Editor: churchoffice@alexpres.org
Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church of Mount Pleasant

How to Reach the Pastor
Rev. Nick Hatch
Through the church office Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 908-996-4333
By the church’s website on the “contact us” link:
www.alexpres.org
Via his email: nhatch@alexpres.org
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Alexandria Presbyterian Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

3

Saturday
2

4

5

6

7

8

9

6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos
6:00 Cub Scouts,
Wolf

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
9:30 Bible study
6:30 Boy Scouts

9:00 Session
materials due
9:30 Bible study

2:30 Staff

Souper Bowl
Food Drive
Food Drive
12

Souper Bowl
Food Drive
Food Drive
13

6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
5:45 Presbytery,
Ewing
9:30 Bible study
6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Deacons

9:30 Bible study
7:00 Session

Souper Bowl
Souper Bowl
Food Drive
Food Drive
Food Drive
Food Drive
14
15
Valentine’s Day
8:00 Girls Scouts
7:00 Chancel Choir

18

19

20

21

Scout Sunday
10:00 Worship, communion
5:30 Cub Scouts Den 4

Souper Bowl
Food Drive
Food Drive
10
10:00 Worship, baptism
10:15 Sunday school
5:30 Cub Scouts Den 4

Souper Bowl
Food Drive
Food Driv
17

Souper Bowl
Food Drive
11

Presidents’ Day
10:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday school
6:00 Cub Scouts,
11:15 Caring Hands Crafters
Webelos
6:00 Cub Scouts,
Wolf

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
9:30 Bible study
6:30 Boy Scouts

9:30 Bible study

24

25

26

27

10:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday school
5:30 Cub Scouts Den 4

6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos

9:00 Bulletin
9:30 Bible study
deadline
6:00 Cub Scouts,
9:30 Bible study
Tigers
12:00 Lunch Bunch
6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Building and
Property
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22

Souper Bowl
Food Drive
Food Drive
16
8:00 Girl
Scouts

23

9:00 March
newsletter
deadline
2:30 Staff
7:00 Chancel Choir

28
7:00 Chancel Choir

Deacon of the Week
Feb 3
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24

Sharon Solomon
Tammy Sassaman
Alicia Apgar
Evelyn Cameron

