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Alexandria First Presbyterian Church
“I am the vine, you are the branches.”

April 2019

141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, New Jersey 08848
908-996-4333
Web: www.alexpres.org
Facebook: Alexandria First Presbyterian Church of Mount Pleasant

Dear Friends,

A Note from Nick

I know it seems hard to believe that Easter is almost here . . . but it is! While it has been below freezing as
recently as this week . . . the sun is starting to peek out and believe it or not, the forecast calls for 70 degree weather on
Saturday! Yes, the arrival of spring has brought with it many changes. It is getting warmer. The sun is out and shinning.
And it is staying lighter much later than just a few weeks ago (of course, daylight savings helped with that)!
How amazing it is—that we can see such drastic changes so quickly. Just yesterday it seemed impossible that I’d
be able to put away my winter jacket and yet with warmer weather on the way . . . I plan to do just that! This imagery
reminds me of the journey of Lent—and the celebration of Easter. Lent is known as the dark, dreary days in which we
contemplate the suffering and sacrifice our Lord will make on our behalf. This journey leads us to Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday when we remember Jesus’ death on the cross. We read the scriptures of Jesus being betrayed by his friends,
turned over to the Romans and abandoned by his people. We hear his cry on the cross, “my God, my God, why have you
forsaken me!” and we remember the depths of his anguish and the lengths God suffered on our behalf. This sacrifice will
lead us to the joy of Easter morning when we will find the tomb once again empty! Jesus has risen from the dead—sin
and death have been conquered and we have been reconciled to God through Jesus! Again—it is amazing how quickly
our fortunes can change. What seems to be the darkest and most hopeless situation quickly becomes the most joy-filled
and hopeful!
I pray that each of us will continue this Lenten journey, intentional in remembering both the depths of God’s
sacrifice on the cross, and the grace and joy revealed in the empty tomb! To help walk this journey together I want to
remind of you of our Holy Week activities and services. On April 14th we will celebrate Palm Sunday, when we will
triumphantly wave our palm branches during worship, and then watch our confirmation class raise the cross out front
after worship. On Maundy Thursday (April 18) we will gather together for our service project, Care-to-Share. At this
event we will celebrate communion and then pack sack lunches together that will be delivered to the food bank at
NORWESCAP. On Good Friday (April 19) we will remember Christ’s death on the cross at our annual Tenebrae
Service. At this service all of our choirs will help lead our worship, as well as a special guest soloist. This service is a
solemn reminder of Christ’s death as we read the account of Jesus on the cross while slowing extinguishing our candles
and descending into darkness. During the service there will be a separate event for children featuring crafts/activities,
and the nursery will be available for little ones. We hope this will make it easier for parents of young children to worship
with us on Good Friday. Our Holy Week festivities conclude on Easter Sunday (April 21)! Our Easter worship will be at
10 a.m. followed by an Easter egg hunt in the grove. This is the morning to come and joyfully proclaim “Christ is Risen.
. . He is Risen Indeed. I hope that you will mark down these dates and plan to worship with us and be a part of our Holy
Week celebrations!
In Christ,

Pastor Nick
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Church Family
Baptisms
Baptism is the visible sign of an invisible event: the reconciliation of people to
God. We rejoice with those who are celebrating their baptism anniversary. Conor
Stanley Goldman, Luke Parker Abelman, and Jack Thomas Bender were baptized in
April. Theodore Geissinger, V was baptized on March 10. Congratulations and
blessings upon being children of God!

New Members
Alexandria Church welcomed its newest members into the life and ministry of the church on March 24. We hope
you will extend the hand of friendship the next time you see them:
Christine and Michael, Eric and Alex Hammerstone
Stacy Kluesner (Darren)
Melissa and Will Lagun (Tyler, Jake, Alex, Kaitlyn, Sammie, Lydia)
Jackie Lubinski
Allyson and Andrew Meyer (Emma, Riley, Scott)

April Birthdays
3
6
7
10

Jeri Bone
Nicholas Folmar
Brianna Schneider
Rick Carroll
Dee Maglio
Tammy Sassaman

12
13
14

Cindy Accardi
Matthew Folmar
Renee Skibinski
Veronica Christ
Cole Kramer

15
17
19
22

Emily Norgard
Laurie Weldon
Jackie Christ
Anne Knapp
Janet King

March Flowers Given to the Glory of God
March 3

by the Hatch family in celebration of Owen’s birthday

March 10

by the Geissinger family in celebration of their son Eugene’s baptism

March 17

by John Solomon in celebration of his wife Sharon’s birthday
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26
27
28

Ryan Strangfeld
Sean Lessig
Mary Schuetz
Nancy Serrone
Isabella Stagg
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Easter
Sunday, April 21
On Easter Sunday, Christians around the world celebrate the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Christians believe according to Scripture that Jesus was
raised from the dead three days after his death on the cross. Through his death,
burial, and resurrection Jesus paid the penalty for sin, thus purchasing for all
who believe in him eternal life. Easter marks the end of Lent, a 40-day period
of fasting, repentance, moderation, and spiritual discipline in preparation for Easter. Because of the commercialization of
Easter, many Christian churches choose to refer to the holiday as Resurrection Day. The biblical account of Jesus’ death
on the cross, his burial, and his resurrection can be found in Matthew 27:27-28:8; Mark 15:16-16:19; Luke 23:26-24:35;
and John 19:16-20:30.

Holy Week and Easter Services
Palm Sunday, April 14
10:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday school’s Care-to-Share
11:15 Cross raising by the front stairs
Maundy Thursday, April 18
7:00 Communion
7:15 Assembly of Care-to-Share meals

Good Friday, April 19
7:30 Tenebrae service of worship
Easter, April 21
10:00 Worship, communion
11:15 Egg hunt

Order Your Easter Lilies
Place your order before April 14
The Easter lilies that grace our sanctuary each Easter are given to the glory of God by friends
and members in tribute to their loved ones. Forms are in the Sunday bulletins, on page 5 of this
newsletter, or may be downloaded from our website, filled out, and placed in the Fellowship
Hall’s bulletin board’s envelope along with your check. Please see LuAnn Keefe with questions.

Easter Egg Hunt
Rain or Shine
Sunday, April 21 | 11:15 a.m.
Spring is here and with it comes Easter! Time to brush off that Easter bonnet, dig out
that Easter dress, and shine those shoes. Easter is a time of celebration to be enjoyed by
every one of all ages. Children especially enjoy good old fashion Easter egg hunts.
Alexandria Church will host an Easter egg hunt for children 12 and under on Easter morning, April 21 at 11:15. In the
event of rain, we will hold the hunt in the Fellowship Hall. Children are welcomed to bring their own baskets, but we
will have some additional for any children who need one. We hope you can join us!
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Lenten Bible Study
On-going thru April 21
Although our studies have begun, you are welcome to join any of the groups below.
This year’s resource is Rob Fuquay’s Which Way, Lord? Exploring Your Life’s Purpose
in the Journeys of Paul ($9.99). If you have any questions, please contact Cyndi
McDowall or Nancy Schumann.
When?

Where?

Who?

Tuesdays

9:30 a.m.

Gathering Room

Leader: Stacy Butz

Wednesdays

9:30 a.m.

Gathering Room

Leaders: Jeri Bone, Lainey Johns, LuAnn Keefe, Flora Nielsen

Wednesdays

7:00 p.m.

Classroom #6

Leader: Renee Skibinski

Lenten Devotionals
The Lenten devotional Giving the Gospel Life is available to you and your family in the narthex.
We may not be in school anymore but we are still students of our Master Teacher Jesus, especially
during Lent. Lent is a time to turn around, to recall the many steps Jesus took on our behalf on the
way to Jerusalem, and to meditate on the meaning behind the events of Christ’s last days on earth.
Please help yourself to a copy of this wonderful Lenten resource. If you cannot get to the church for
your copy, please call us and we’ll make a copy available for you.

Christian Education Happenings
Join us for another Community Youth Fellowship Night!!
Friday, April 5
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
All ages welcome including infant to 8th grade
Join us for a movie, dinner, games, crafts, and fellowship
while parents take the night off!!
Dinner can be provided for a donation of $2/child
Please email christianedafpc@gmail.com
Sunday school is still ongoing for all grades Pre-K through 12th grade
We would love to see you there, everyone is welcome!!
Stay tuned for some fun happenings in May!!
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The lilies gracing our sanctuary every Easter are
donated by friends and members in tribute to their
loved ones, to the glory of God.
The last day to place an order is Sunday, April
14, 2019. Please fill out the form below and
place it along with your check made out to
Alexandria Church in the white envelope
marked “Easter Lily” located on the Fellowship
Hall bulletin board or you may mail them to the
church.
Please PRINT clearly
Name ___________________________ Phone _________________
Quantity
_______

Approx. # of Blooms

Cost/Plant

6 - 7 Blooms

$8.00

Total
$ _______

You may pick up your lilies after the 10:00 a.m.
Easter Sunday service

In honor of
_______________________________________________________

- or In memory of
_______________________________________________________
If you have any questions, please call the church office
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Lunch Bunch
April 17 | 12 p.m.
Our fabulous Lunch Bunch will meet in Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, April
17 at noon. Bring your own sandwich. Drinks, chips, and dessert will be provided.
If you would like to come at 11:30 to help the Evangelism and Membership Team stuff plastic Easter eggs for the egg
hunt, you are warmly welcomed!

Night Out with AFPC Friends
A good time was had by all at our annual dinner out at the Mountain View Chalet. We had a
group of twenty-two for fine food and fabulous fellowship. The delightful evening was
enhanced by piano music provided throughout the evening by our own Brad Bondor. A big
thank you to him, and to all who participated.
To see pictures of this fun evening, visit the photos section of our website.

News from Presbyterian Church USA
Sing Like You Mean It
It was the job of Reverend Hugh Donnelly to get the 700 people at a recent church educators’ event to sing like they
meant it and to make a joyful noise to the Lord. Donnelly, the minister at Guildwood Community Presbyterian
Church, has what he calls a passion for congregational singing. Instead of instantly liking or disliking a song, the
question to ask, he said, is what does this song teach me about who God is?
Church is one of the few places where people sing together, he noted. “You may sing the National Anthem at a
ballgame or sing along at a concert, but at church we sing meaningful music together,” he said. “We pay people to make
music for us, but in church we do it together, because liturgy is the work of God’s people.”
“Voices are the most beautiful instruments, and I hope you hear and feel that beauty as harmonies wash over us. Keep
singing. May your singing continue to transform you on a personal level, and the communities in which you find
yourself.”
Mike Ferguson | Presbyterian News Service

Thank You to Our Readers
Alexandria Church has earned the “2018 All Star Award” by Constant Contact, the
small business marketing company through which we deliver Branches and The Weekly
Wrap to your inbox. Based on the church’s achievements with email marketing, the award
recognizes Constant Contact’s 10% most successful users during the prior year.
We’re delighted to regularly bring you news and updates of our church community. Thank
you for your continued interest in our e-publications. Be sure to open, click, and read each
and every article and feel free to share them with neighbors, friends, and family. If they are
not already receiving our news themselves, please ask them to contact the church office to be added to our distribution
list.
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Mission Interpretation: It’s What We Do
CARE TO SHARE - MAUNDY-THURSDAY
April 18, 2019, 7 PM - Fellowship Hall
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat” - Matthew 25:35
AFPC’s Care to Share Lenten Service Project is a long-standing tradition to help meet the needs of families in our
community. On Maundy-Thursday before Easter we gather to assemble 100s of bagged lunches for NORWESCAP Food
Bank, a Phillipsburg subsidiary of the Feeding America Food Bank Network. This facility distributes food to shelters,
soup kitchens, and needy feeding organizations serving Hunterdon, Sussex, and Warren counties. Tags can be found on
the cross indicating items needed. Take as many as you wish! Please drop off your donation in Fellowship Hall by
Palm Sunday, April 14th and please join us on Maundy Thursday, April 18th at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall to
assemble the bags. We will begin with a brief Communion Service prior to packing our bags.
ONE GREAT HOUR of SHARING – Making A Difference!
A Presbyterian tradition for decades, OGHS targets the millions of people who lack access to food sources, clean
water, sanitation, education and opportunity. This Offering will be received Easter Sunday, April 21st. Your gifts will
bring relief to areas suffering from catastrophic loss, support Self Development, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Thank you for your generosity. Look for the giving envelopes in the pew racks soon.
For more info: www.presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs
FEBRUARY MISSION RIDDLE OF THE MONTH: “What Am I?”
I gather with many – to complete one thing . . . And when I am finished, I repeat it again!
ANSWER: The volunteers in line at the Care to Share Project!
APRIL’S RIDDLE: I’m under the trees, communing with bees… surrounded by buckets with pads
on my knees . . . “Where Am I?”

AGAR PLANTING OPPORTUNITY! SAT., JUNE 1ST, 8:45-noon.
America’s Grow-A-Row is our Hunterdon County free-produce effort providing well over a million pounds of fresh
fruits and vegetable each year, serving those in need without access to fresh harvests of the fields. Please join us this
new season on 6/1/19. The sign-up sheet is located on the Mission Bulletin Board. Know any amount of time is
appreciated and all ages are welcome (please note supervision required for children under 12). For more information see
any Mission Team member or call Lainey Johns 908-996-7053.
Winter Grocery Store Gleaning continues year-round. Join other AFPC volunteers and drive Clinton Shop Rite’s
donated produce to Phillipsburg’s Branching out Food Pantry two Thursdays a month. This service requires only about
90 minutes, door to door! Sign up on Mission’s Bulletin Board (Fellowship Hallway).
CARING HAND CRAFTERS (CHC) – Stop by the Mission Bulletin Board for info, fun, and
inspiration! See Pati Tiedeman or Alice Hansen to support this compassionate project!
submitted by Lainey Johns
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Capital Campaign Update
What’s New in April?







Major trim and finishing throughout the basement area complete
Bathrooms primed and finish coated
Bathroom wall and floor tiles in place
Electrical inspection was passed
Large sliding door in center of room has trim finished
Food pantry shelving installed



Great News! Thanks to your generosity, the Second Fruits Offering was a success!
Because of your willingness to give something “up front,” we raised $12,543! Thank you
so much—this is an amazing congregation that clearly loves its church.

Gifts from the Heart
The Caring Hands Crafters will be knitting or crocheting items for each Alex Pres youth
mission member to give to their resident in West Virginia this summer and we invite you—
members and friends of the church—to contribute too, if feeling so inclined. Items can be
anything you wish in any color, any yarn, any pattern, or even your own original pattern. Think
scarves, caps, lap blankets, coasters, mug rugs, headbands, table runners, bookmarkers, etc.
We’ve even posted a few examples in both crochet and knitting of really quick, simple projects
on the mission bulletin board in case you’re stuck for an idea. The hope is to have 20 items collected by mid-June and we
are well on our way with about half already made and/or promised. Look for the collection site in the upstairs corridor
where you can place your finished items. Please join us in sharing God’s love!
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Deacons Highlights
Regular Meeting | March 12, 2019
 Devotions were led by Alicia Apgar
 The cares and concerns of the congregation were shared
 The ministry teams shared their reports:
 Christian Ed: 1st through 3rd grades are experiencing low attendance; Kids’ Nite Out planned for April 5; people
can now sign up on line for nursery care
 Evangelism and Membership: Roller skating March 31; egg hunt after church on Easter Sunday; Saturday night
dinner out was well attended—Brad Bondor brought his piano and played; Lunch Bunch March 26; hiking at
Ringing Rocks and afterwards have ice cream at The Homestead May 6
 Mission Interpretation: Super Bowl soup drive was successful; tags for Care to Share will be out soon—consider
food items that are gluten-free; Amazon Smile is a way to return a portion of money given to church when you
buy something on line
 Soldier’s boxes: Soldiers boxes will be sent to Athena McDowall, Scott Moran, and Ethan Butz
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Worship Assistants

Our Ministry Team Officers

Apr 7
Apr 14
Apr 19
Apr 21
Apr 28

Building and Property Marty Gunderman (E), Jim Hansen (E)

Emily Norgard
Mary Goldman
Howard Thomas
Glynn Skibinski
LuAnn Keefe

Ushers
Apr 7 Kunich family
Apr 14 Schuetz family
Apr 19 Jim Bush, John Solomon
Apr 21 Navarro & Strangfeld families
Apr 28 Martha Harrison, Jeanne Cole

Communion

Christian Education Alicia Apgar (D), Mary Goldman (E),
Cyndi McDowall (E),
Evangelism/Membership Lois Bondor (E), Howard Jones (E),
Sharon Solomon (D), Carol Van Norman (D)
Mission Interpretation Stacy Butz (D), Evelyn Cameron (D),
Lainey Johns (E), Howard Thomas (E)
Nominating LuAnn Keefe (E), Cyndi McDowall (E)
Personnel Joan Carroll (E), Helen Jones (D), Flora Nielsen (E)
Stewardship and Finance Laurie Gregory (D), Robin Vogel (E)
Worship and Music LuAnn Keefe (E), Flora Nielsen (E),
Tammy Sassaman (D)
(E: Elder, D: Deacon)

Apr 7
Craig Bender, Helen Jones, Flora Nielsen
Apr 18 Stacy Butz
Apr 21 Joan Carroll, Rick Carroll,
Charlie Tiedeman, Carol Van Norman

Special Dates
Also see the main calendar on page 11
April 14 Palm Sunday, cross raising
April 18 Care-to-Share activities, communion
April 19 Tenebrae service, communion, ashes
April 21 Easter, egg hunt

Coming Up
May 5
May 19

Communion
Ringing Rock hike

The vision of Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church is to gather in God’s grace and to be
led by the Holy Spirit. We joyfully worship,
prayerfully seek, and gratefully share as a
loving family growing in Jesus Christ.
THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
OF BRANCHES IS THE 3rd THURSDAY
OF THE MONTH
Branches is a publication of Alexandria First
Presbyterian Church (USA), 141 Little YorkMount Pleasant Road, Milford, NJ 08848.
The newsletter is published monthly—
except during August—to inform members
and friends of church programs, news, and
events. Branches is online in the “News/Our
Newsletter” tab at
www.alexpres.org

ALEXANDRIA FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)
141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, NJ 08848
Web: www.alexpres.org
Office: 908-996-4333
THE STAFF of ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
Reverend Nicholas C. Hatch
Pastor
Jerry Phelps
Director of Music Ministry
Pati Tiedeman
Administrative Assistant

Editor: churchoffice@alexpres.org
Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church of Mount Pleasant

How to Reach the Pastor
Rev. Nick Hatch
Through the church office Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 908-996-4333
By the church’s website on the “contact us” link:
www.alexpres.org
Via his email: nhatch@alexpres.org
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Alexandria Presbyterian Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

4

6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
9:30 Bible study
6:30 Boy Scouts

9:00 Session
materials due
9:30 Bible study
7:00 Bible study

2:30 Staff
6:00 Kids’ Night
7:00 Chancel Choir
Out

7

8

9

10

11

9:00 Christian Ed Team
10:00 Worship, communion
11:15 Confirmation

6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
9:30 Bible study
5:45 Presbytery
6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Deacons

9:30 Bible study
6:00 Cub Scouts,
Tigers
7:00 Bible study
7:00 Session

6:00 Junior Choir
6:30 Youth Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir

14

15

16

17

9:00 Mission
Interpretation
Team
6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos
6:00 Cub Scouts,
Wolf

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
9:30 Bible study
6:30 Boy Scouts

22

23

Palm Sunday
10:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday school
11:15 Confirmation and
cross raising

21
Easter
10:00 Worship
11:15 Egg hunt

Church office
closed
6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos

28

29

10:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday school
11:15 Confirmation

6:00 Cub Scouts,
Webelos
6:00 Cub Scouts,
Wolf

5

12

Saturday
6

13
d Drive

18
19
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
9:30 Bible study 9:00 May
7:30 Tenebrae
12:00 Lunch Bunch
newsletter
service
3:30 Worship
deadline
and Music
2:30 Staff
7:00 Bible study 7:00 Care-to-Share
activities,
communion

20

24

27

9:00 Bulletin
9:30 Bible study
deadline
6:00 Cub Scouts,
9:30 Bible study
Tigers
6:30 Boy Scouts
7:00 Building and
Property Team

25

26

2:30 Staff

30
9:00 Bulletin
deadline
9:30 Bible study
6:30 Boy Scouts
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Deacon of the Week
March 31
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Tammy Sassaman
Alicia Apgar
Evelyn Cameron
Sharon Solomon
Helen Jones

