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Alexandria First Presbyterian Church
“I am the vine, you are the branches.”

July-August 2019

141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, New Jersey 08848
908-996-4333
Web: www.alexpres.org
Facebook: Alexandria First Presbyterian Church of Mount Pleasant

A Note from Nick
Dear Friends,
On June 29th our youth group will set out for West Virginia for their annual summer mission trip. Altogether, 16
youth and 3 leaders are heading to East Bank, West Virginia for a week of service. For us at AFPC, this has become
common place . . . each year we send another large group of teens and leaders on a mission. And after many years of this
tradition, I think we can very easily take it for granted. But friends I want to tell you that this is not something we should
take for granted! I know many churches that are much larger, and yet can’t even gather a handful of teens interested in
going on a mission trip. We are extremely blessed here at AFPC! We are blessed to have such a large group of youth
participants who are enthusiastic and eager to serve. We are blessed to have such terrific youth leaders who give of their
time and talent and graciously walk beside our youth. And we are blessed to have a congregation and session that
financially supports the mission work of our youth and makes the trip possible!
I hope that this year you can look at our youth’s mission trip with new eyes, and maybe find new ways to be inspired
by it. I wonder if our youth might encourage you to find new ways to serve? New ways to respond to God’s love? God
calls each one of us to discipleship and service and I hope that through the inspiration of your youth you can try to
respond to God’s love and grace in a new and exciting way! Maybe you aren’t called to go and hammer nails and paint
for a week in West Virginia, but that doesn’t mean you can’t serve in a new way! Could you step out of your comfort
zone? Could you try a new ministry? Try volunteering in a new way?
Maybe your service could include one of the following?
Take part in a Bible study?
Join a ministry team?
Be a Sunday school teacher?
Sing in the choir?
Help with a mission project?
Attend a church clean up day?
Be a worship assistant or an usher?
Work for peace and reconciliation in places of brokenness?
Invite a friend or neighbor to church?
There are many opportunities to respond in faith, which will you choose? Please take the time this summer to pray
about your response. For I pray that like our youth group’s dedication to mission, our lives together will be a living
response to the grace of our loving God!
In Christ,

Pastor Nick
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Tending the Flock
Baptisms
Baptism is the visible sign of an invisible event: the reconciliation of people to God. We rejoice with those who are
celebrating their baptism anniversary this summer. It was in July that Mackenzie Elizabeth Doyle, Wyatt Goldman,
Alyssa Mary Schuetz, and Brandon Scott Schuetz were baptized. Danica Lee Doyle, Matthew Anthony Folmar, and
Tyler Ian McGuire were baptized in August. Congratulations and blessings upon being children of God!
Deaths
Christian sympathy and prayers are extended to the MacWilliam family upon the death of Lori’s mother Ruth Kopf
and to the Torrey family upon the death of Cathy’s father Ronald Lockman.

July Birthdays
2
3
5
8
10

Doug Bondor
Al Navarro
Susan Kunich
Jackie Lubinski
Travis McGuire
Heidi Hedden

12
13

14
15

Tori Kramer
Don Bone
Amanda Lessig
Tayler McGuire
Dave Schostkewitz
Mackenzie Doyle

16

Troy Tiedeman
Gayle Hatch
Ava Navarro
Robin Vogel
Joan Carroll
Linda Andreychak
John Sutton
Matthew Torrey

18
19

18
19
22
23

Ashley Kunich
Matthew Pardonner
Jed Mock
Lois Bondor
Kathy Krov
Mike Torrey

24

Pati Tiedeman
Liz McMahon
Marge Schade
Cole Fritsche
Stacy Butz
Peter Christ
Josh Christ
Tomasina McGuire

25
27

25
30
31

Lyla Fritsche
Charlotte Hatch
John Solomon
Maggie Purcell
Shari Norgard

August Birthdays
2
4
7

Melissa Kramer
Abby Schaefer
Anthony Vastola
Madison Butz
George Erlandson
Angela Maglio
Robin Pulsinelle
Amelia Schaefer

8
9

10
12
15
17

20
22
23
24

28
29

Eleanor Fleck
Gary Knapp
Steve Pardonner
Luke Abelman
Glynn Skibinski
Craig Norgard

June Flowers Given to the Glory of God
June 2

by Martha Harrison and Marion Purcell in loving memory of Ma Scheetz on her
birthday

June 9

given to the glory of God and the power of the Holy Spirit

June 16

by Lois and Doug Bondor with thanksgiving for all fathers

June 23

by Allyson and Andrew Meyer upon the baptisms of their children, in memory of Fred C. Parks,
grandfather to the children, and the children’s great grandparents who are with them in spirit always

June 30

given in recognition of our youth mission participants as they strive to fulfill
Christ’s Great Commission
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It’s a Garden Party!
July 6 | 9 a.m. to ??
Our gardens are in need of some TLC and you’re just the one who can provide
some! Come on out for either an hour or the whole morning as we get our lovely
courtyard gardens in order. Bring gardening gloves, a hat, sunscreen, and whatever
garden tools you like to work with. (And remember, Scouts: time spent volunteering can be credited to service hours!)

Youth on a Mission
June 29 through July 6
Alexandria Presbyterian Church is blessed to send our youth mission team to East Bank, West Virginia this week.
The participants are Jason Czerna, Lyla Fritsche, Vinny Giordano, Chris Jacob, Tori Kramer, Kyle Kunich, Angela
Maglio, Jake Maglio, John McDowall, Emily Norgard, Jake Norgard, Jack Skibinski, Brandon Schuetz, Abby Schaefer,
Isabella Stagg, and Tyler Unkert. Their chaperones are Marty Gunderman, Jim Hansen, and Renee Skibinski. The youth
would like to extend their appreciation to the congregation, individual donors, and the Session for their support
throughout the year. Let us hold each student and advisor in our prayers this week as they seek to serve the Lord.

Summer Sunday School
Summer Sunday school will continue through August. As is our tradition on the first Sunday of each month,
children will remain in the sanctuary for family worship. Summer Sunday school will meet all other Sundays and is open
to all children Pre-K through 5th grade. For more information please contact Julie Lyons. Volunteers welcome!

Christian Education Happenings
July 7:
July 14:
July 21:
July 28:

no classes
no classes, VBS Sunday
classes, 10:15 a.m.
classes, 10:15 a.m.

Aug 4:
Aug 11:
Aug 18:
Aug 25:

no classes
classes, 10:15 a.m.
classes, 10:15 a.m.
classes, 10:15 a.m.

Sept 1:
Sept 8:

no classes
Rally Day, sign ups for Sunday school
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Caring Hands Crafters
Since its inception, our Caring Hands Crafters group has sent nearly 450 items (warming
caps, NICU baby blankets, and PICC line covers) to Knots of Love in California to be
distributed to hospitals all across the country! Caring Hands will not meet over the summer but
will reconvene on Sunday, September 22 at 11:15 a.m. We wish to thank everyone in our
congregation for their prayers, suggestions, donations, and interest this past program year as
our group has grown, learned, and prayed for those who are ill.

PCUSA News
Mission workers often serve as cultural conduits, bringing together differing
customs in unexpected ways. Take the case of the Sidebothams—mission workers
who introduced the piano to the Korean Peninsula.
The Sidebothams arrived in Daegu in November and the piano followed. The
Effie and Rev. Sidebotham
family ferried the piano up the Nakdong River to their home, and it arrived at the
Samujin River Dock on March 26, 1900. At first, locals weren’t impressed with the
instrument, naming it “ghost-box” or “ghost-barrel”—guishintong—due to the strange sounds it emitted. The “title”
would later be engraved on the piano.
Despite this initial distaste, the piano soon became a part of the city’s legend and culture. Since its arrival over a
century ago, Daegu has celebrated the instrument, creating piano-themed monuments and public art and hosting annual
piano concerts on the dock made famous by the ghost-box—supposedly the first piano in Korea. The instrument itself
now resides in the Dongsan Medical Missions Museum.
Presbyterian Historical Society | March 18, 2019

Remember Our Food Pantry
Typically, donations to the food pantry decrease during the summer months. Kids are home for the summer and the
need increases because school lunches are not available. Please remember our food pantry now and all year long, as the
need never slows or stops. Keep an eye out for food sales to help us stock up. Cans of crushed tomatoes for sauce, corn,
peas, fruit, and boxes of crackers are especially welcome. Thank you on behalf of all the deacons for your support.

Rocking Chairs and Hugs
Parents of young children need time to reflect and worship. We are ready and waiting with
rocking chairs, hugs, and volunteers who enjoy caring for the littlest ones in the nursery age 2
and under during the summer months.
Of course, to provide care for our littlest ones, supervision is needed and we earnestly ask
that you consider taking a turn or two during the summer to volunteer in the nursery. Just call Cyndi McDowall or sign
up on the sheet in the hallway across from the nursery.
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Mission Interpretation: It’s What We Do

HARVEST APPLES WITH AGAR - TUESDAY, SEPT 17th, 2:00 pm
Hunterdon County’s America’s Grow A Row is a local free-produce effort providing a million+ pounds of fresh fruits
and vegetables annually. Please join us 9/17/19 at AFPC to carpool over to Riamede Orchard. All ages welcome
(supervision for children under 12). More info to follow! For questions, call Lainey Johns 908-996-7053
AFPC JOINS -

Amazon.Smile gives .5% of your eligible purchases to charity of your choice!
Click on https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6034637
OR:

1)

In Web Browser address bar, type smile.amazon.com & click Enter.
(If your Amazon account does not already have you logged in, go ahead and log into your account.)

2)

Click “Supporting” under white Amazon search bar for drop down menu. Type in Alexandria First
Presbyterian Church in the box, and click search.

3)

Alexandria First Presbyterian Church will appear (Milford, NJ), click select… start shopping!

AGAR Grocery Store Gleaning continues year-round and would love your help. Join the AFPC volunteers and drive
Clinton Shop Rite’s donated produce to Phillipsburg’s Branching Out Food Pantry (a 90 minute service!) Sign up on the
bulletin board, or see any Mission member.
CARING HAND CRAFTERS
Stop by the Mission bulletin board for info, fun, and inspiration!
See Pati Tiedeman or Alice Hansen to support this compassionate project!
MISSION RIDDLE OF THE MONTH ANSWER:
Who Am I: Traveling miles across our great lands,
giving time, sweat, and care with their helping hands.
ANSWER: Our Youth Mission Participants!
submitted by Lainey Johns
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Food Pantry Ministry
of
Alexandria Church
Some very popular items at the moment:
 Canned beets
 Canned peaches, pears, and applesauce
 Instant oatmeal: boxes of individual packets
 Chef Boyardee single-serve microwavable meals

Feeding the Hungry, Helping the Hopeless
Alexandria First Presbyterian Church
www.alexpres.org
908-996-4333
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Please Call the Church . . .










When a member of your family is admitted to the hospital or is ill
When there is a death in your family
When your class or group plans to use the church facilities for a meeting or a function
When your home or business phone number or address are changed
When you give up your land line
When a new baby arrives in your family or in the family of another member
When a member of your family leaves for college, marries, or establishes a separate residence
When you change your name
When you feel the pastor, staff, or church can assist you in any way

If You Are Hospitalized
Due to laws enacted to protect patient rights, hospitals no longer phone the church when a
church member is hospitalized. Therefore, we would appreciate it if you would contact the
church if you are, or someone you know from the church is, in the hospital so we can stay in
touch. Thank you for caring to help!

Memorial Fund
A meaningful way to remember/honor loved ones and friends is to make contributions to the
Memorial Fund of Alexandria Church. Memorial gifts may be sent to:
The Memorial Committee
Alexandria First Presbyterian Church
141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, New Jersey 08848

Clothes for a Cause
Drop Off Is Ongoing!
Give your old threads a new life! Donate your old clothing that is still in good condition to
support the youth group’s summer mission trips. Clothes will be sold at The Consignment
Shop for SAFE in Hunterdon. The Consignment Shop donates 100% of their proceeds to
support the victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. The youth group will receive 50%
of the selling price. Clothes that are not sold will be donated to the Trenton Rescue Mission. What a great way to be
faithful stewards of what we’ve been given by giving our old clothes a new purpose to help clothe and shelter those in
need. Items can be brought to church at your convenience and placed in the bin in the Fellowship Hall labeled “Youth
Group Clothes.” Items accepted include Men’s, Women’s, and Children’s clothing in good condition (no holes, tears,
stains, missing belts or buttons); new or gently used shoes; jewelry; scarves; and belts.
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“Renewing God’s House”

Renewing God’s House:
Great Heritage, a Great Future
* * * * SUMMER UPDATE * * * *
As many of you have seen, the basement looks really nice.

It’s bright, has wall mounted, operational ac/heat units, and two modern restrooms that we’ve started using already
(one with a shower).
There’s also lots of room for storage as well as activities.
We did experience a delay trying to get the painting done. With that entire area, including the ceiling, needing primer
and two coats, it was a monster to finish. Several members dedicated themselves to getting it done, day and night, and it
looks great! A huge thank you from all of us for these very special people. They saved us over $7000 by doing it
themselves!
Next items - the contractor’s work final inspection was passed, but the church has a few items the inspector needs us
to get done - minor things to do once the carpet is laid. So, that is where we’re going. Throughout the summer, the work
will continue with the Campaign Team and the Design Team, getting the carpet in, the few flaws corrected, and making
it a comfortable, functional space for our youth.
Please keep our campaign in your prayers, and please keep those pledges and donations coming. We still have a way
to go, and we need to keep up as best we can.
Have a happy, safe and blessed summer!!! It won’t be too very long before you’ll be seeing an invitation to tour a
beautiful, completed, and fully furnished area.
submitted by Pat Keefe
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Hold the Date!
September 8 | 11:15 a.m.
Our annual churchwide picnic will be Sunday, September 8 in the church grove. In the
event of rain, we’ll move into Fellowship Hall. Stay tuned for all the details!

Summertime Prayer
Dear God,
Let us revel in summer.
Let us soak up the long days and warm sun.
May our feet walk on sandy beaches and our heads rest on thick grass under blue skies.
May we listen to and marvel at the singing of the birds and stop to watch blissful
children at play.
This summer, God, may our breathing slow and our hearts open.
God help us to be present to all, so that we might best see all that might be.
Amen.

Ministries Completed . . .

. . . and New Ministries Begin

Gratitude and sincere appreciation are extended to
our church officers whose terms of service are now
complete. The elders are Joan Carroll, Marty
Gunderman, Lainey Johns, Howard Jones, and Cyndi
McDowall. The deacons are Alicia Apgar, Evelyn
Cameron, Tammy Sassaman, and Carol Van Norman.
We thank God for their steadfast service!

We are blessed to have new church officers who will be
serving three-year terms. The elders are Joan Carroll
(serving a second term), Steve Pardonner, and Cyndi
McDowall (serving a second term). The deacons are Pat
Keefe, Karen Pardonner, and Tammy Sassaman (serving a
second term). May God bless their ministry among us!

Key Business
To our outgoing elders and deacons, we are grateful for the energy you have poured into your service
as a church officer over these many months. As your term comes to a close, please return your church
key to the church office. We ask that the key be signed back in by you personally to make certain it is
properly accounted for.
To our new elders and deacons, thank you for your recent rededication to serving the church and our
Lord! So that your new ministry is not hampered by inaccessibility to the building, please stop by the
church office to sign for a key as soon as you can. Each key is numbered and needs to be signed out by
you in person. Call the office if special arrangements need to be made if our office hours don’t meet your schedule.
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Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School
Hosted by Alexandria, Frenchtown,
and Milford Presbyterian Churches
DATE:

July 8 thru July 12

TIME:

9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

REGISTRATION: Available at www.alexpres.org
PLACE:

Milford Presbyterian Church
70 Bridge Street
Milford, New Jersey

Our Website Has Been
Updated with New Photos!
Check out our newest but oldest pictures yet!
Take a look and enjoy beloved photos of times past.
From our website’s drop down menu,
at the top of the screen,
select “Photos” and then “Vintage Photos.”
Your feedback is most welcomed.
“He has told us that you always have
pleasant memories of us”
1 Thessalonians 3:6
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Worship Assistants

Our Ministry Team Officers

July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Building and Property Craig Bender (E), Jim Hansen (E)

L Bondor
VBS
L Navarro
M Goldman

Aug 4
L Keefe
Aug 11 G Skibinski
Aug 18 H Thomas
Aug 25 E Norgard

Christian Education Mary Goldman (E), Laurie Gregory (D),
Cyndi McDowall (E)
Evangelism/Membership Lois Bondor (E), Karen Pardonner (D),
Sharon Solomon (D)

Ushers
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

McLaren//Pederson Aug 4
Butz family
VBS
Aug 11 Reinfeld family
Kunich family
Aug 18 Keefe/Oliver
Hansen family
Aug 25 Cameron family

A Apgar, R Carroll, Aug 4 Cameron family,
F Nielsen, N Schumann
Keefe family

Special Dates
Also see the main calendar on pages 12 & 13
July 7
Communion
July 8-12 Vacation Bible School, Milford
August 4 Communion

Coming Up
Sept 1
Sept 8
Sept 11
Sept 15
Sept 17

Communion, refreshments
Rally Day, church picnic
Session/Elder training
Commissioning, baptism,
Sunday school begins
Grow-a-Row

Nominating LuAnn Keefe (E), Cyndi McDowall (E)
Personnel Joan Carroll (E), Helen Jones (D), Flora Nielsen (E)
Stewardship and Finance Pat Keefe (D), Robin Vogel (E)

Communion
July 7

Mission Interpretation Stacy Butz (D), Steve Pardonner (E),
Howard Thomas (E)

Worship and Music LuAnn Keefe (E), Flora Nielsen (E),
Tammy Sassaman (D)
(E: Elder, D: Deacon)

The vision of Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church is to gather in God’s grace and to be
led by the Holy Spirit. We joyfully worship,
prayerfully seek, and gratefully share as a
loving family growing in Jesus Christ.
THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
OF BRANCHES IS THE 3rd THURSDAY
OF THE MONTH
Branches is a publication of Alexandria First
Presbyterian Church (USA), 141 Little YorkMount Pleasant Road, Milford, NJ 08848.
The newsletter is published monthly—
except during August—to inform members
and friends of church programs, news, and
events. Branches is online in the “News/Our
Newsletter” tab at
www.alexpres.org

ALEXANDRIA FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)
141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, NJ 08848
Web: www.alexpres.org
Office: 908-996-4333
THE STAFF of ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
Reverend Nicholas C. Hatch
Pastor
Jerry Phelps
Director of Music Ministry
Pati Tiedeman
Administrative Assistant

Editor: churchoffice@alexpres.org
Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church of Mount Pleasant

How to Reach the Pastor
Rev. Nick Hatch
Through the church office Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 908-996-4333
By the church’s website on the “contact us” link:
www.alexpres.org
Via his email: nhatch@alexpres.org
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Alexandria Presbyterian Church
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6

Deacon of the Week
June 30
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

S Butz
L Gregory
C Van Norman
T Sassaman
A Apgar

7

Office Closed
Youth
Mission Trip
West Virginia
Trip
8

10:00 Worship, communion
11:15 Refreshments

Youth
Mission Trip
West Virginia
9

Youth
Mission Trip
West Virginia
10

Youth
Mission Trip
West Virginia
11

Youth
Mission Trip
West Virginia
12

Youth
Mission Trip
Wet Virginia
13

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
7:00 Boy Scouts
Vacation Bible Vacation Bible School Vacation Bible
School at Milford
at Milford
School at Milford
Presbyterian
Presbyterian
Presbyterian

14

9:00 Weed the
garden!

Independence Day

15

16

Vacation Bible
School at Milford
Presbyterian

Vacation Bible
School at Milford
Presbyterian

17

18

19

20

24

25

26

27

VBS Sunday
9:00 Bulletin
deadline
7:00 Boy Scouts

10:00 Worship

21

22

10:00 Worship
10:15 Summer Sunday school

28
10:00 Worship
10:15 Summer Sunday school

23
9:00 Bulletin
deadline
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Building and
Property Team

29

30

31

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
7:00 Boy Scouts
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Alexandria Presbyterian Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday
3

2

4

5

10:00 Worship, communion
11:15 Refreshments

11

12

10:00 Worship
10:15 Summer Sunday school

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

21

22

23

24

30

31

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
7:00 Boy Scouts

19

10:00 Worship
10:15 Summer Sunday school

25

7

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
7:00 Boy Scouts

10:00 Worship
10:15 Summer Sunday
school

18

6

20
9:00 Bulletin
deadline
7:00 Boy Scouts

26

27

9:00 September
newsletter
deadline

28

29

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Building and
Property Team

Mission Trip
Deacon of the Week
Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25
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E Cameron
S Solomon
H Jones
S Butz

