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Alexandria First Presbyterian Church
“I am the vine, you are the branches.”

December 2019
141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, New Jersey 08848
908-996-4333
Web: www.alexpres.org
Facebook: Alexandria First Presbyterian Church of Mount Pleasant

A Note from Nick
Dear Friends,
Can you imagine Christmas without church? Would your Christmas celebration be complete without attending worship
in Advent and seeing the candles lit? Would it feel like Christmas without coming to our Annual Christmas Concert?
Would your Christmas feel whole without singing Silent Night by candlelight on Christmas Eve?
If celebrating Christmas is important to you, can you please think about sharing that gift with someone else?
You see, one of the questions that pastors and churches wrestle
with is “how to attract new members?” There has been much written
on the subject, and lots of different theories and strategies exist as to
how to grow churches and increase membership . . . yet nothing has
been proven to be as effective as the most simple and often heard
approach: invite a friend!
And the Christmas season is the absolute best time to invite a
friend to church. Christmas is of course a religious holiday and many
people without church homes often feel a longing to get involved in a
church during the Christmas season. And there are lots of
opportunities during Christmas at Alexandria Presbyterian to invite a
friend! In the coming month we will have our amazing Christmas
concert, joyful worship on each Sunday of Advent, and two moving,
spirit-filled Christmas Eve services! Could you perhaps think of at
least one person you could invite? If each of us were able to invite
just one person, think about how terrific that would be –think of how
great it would be to have so many new friends sitting with us in the pews, hearing the good news of God’s great love!
No, I can’t imagine Christmas without coming to church and giving thanks for the gift of God’s son, Jesus Christ – and it
is my sincere hope that we might share that gift with new friends this year!
In Christ,

Pastor Nick
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Tending the Flock
Baptisms
Baptism is the visible sign of an invisible event: the reconciliation of people to God. We rejoice with those who are
celebrating their baptism anniversary this month. It was in December that Katelyn Heilig and Kyle Braeden Kunich were
baptized. Congratulations and blessings upon being a child of God!
Condolences
Christian sympathy and prayers are extended to the Grossmueller and Hedden families upon the death of Diane
Grossmueller on November 7. Services were held at Johnson’s Funeral Home. May our Lord bless her loving family during
this time of loss and sadness.

December Birthdays
1
3
4

5
6

Jason Czerna
Jack Bender
Brad Bondor
Marie Knapp
Eric Strangfeld
Matthew Tiedeman
Emma Meyer

9
11
14
15

Debbie Heinbach
John McDowall
Denis Goldman
Avery Schaefer
Alicia Apgar
Tracy Folmar
Jeremy Apgar

18
20
21
22
24

Oscar Philkill
Cyndi McDowall
Patti Bender
Ron Unkert
Tammy Unkert
Hailey Apgar
Christine Wenzel

26
27
28
29
30
31

Audriana Stagg
Ellie Lyons
Bill Grundmann
Lori MacWilliam
Tim Sassaman
Olivia Pulsinelle

Sanctuary Flowers Given to the Glory of God
November 10
November 17
November 24
November 24

by Barb McLaren in celebration George A. McLaren’s birthday—her great-grandson
by Lori and Dave MacWilliam in celebration of their wedding anniversary
by the Bondor family with thanksgiving for God’s many blessings
by the MacWilliam family

Caring Hands Crafters
Next Gathering | January 19 | 11:15 a.m.
Last month we donated many, many caps to cancer patients at St. Luke’s Cancer Centers and
a good number to our local veterans. Hey, they don’t call us the caring hands crafters for
nothing! We really do care about those who receive our goods and we put our hearts and prayers
into each item as it’s crafted. If you have a need for crafted items to give without charge to
someone who would appreciate it, we hope you will reach out to us.
From all of us in the Caring Hands Crafters ministry, we wish you a blessed Christmas!

Updated Church Directory
Our 2019 church photo and phone directory has been updated and will be available for you to
pick up soon. When they arrive please take only one per family as we have just a limited amount.
We are grateful to all those who came to have their photos taken. Speak with Lois Bondor with any
questions you may have and report any phone or address changes to the church office.
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Advent and Christmas at Alexandria
Worship Every Sunday at 10 a.m.

Discover the excitement of the Advent season
and rejoice in the Good News of Christmas!
Sunday, December 1

First Sunday of Advent, communion
Pick up your Advent devotional

Sunday, December 8

Second Sunday of Advent: Poinsettia orders due
Christmas concert: 3 and 6 p.m.

Sunday, December 15

Third Sunday of Advent
Christmas caroling, 2 p.m.

Sunday, December 22

Fourth Sunday of Advent
A service of lessons and carols, 10 a.m.

Saturday, December 24

Christmas Eve children’s play, 6 p.m.
Candlelight and communion, 9 p.m.

Sunday, December 25

Christmas Day!
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Blue Christmas Service
A Service of Remembrance,
Comfort, and Hope
All Are Welcome
December 18 at 7 p.m.
Alexandria First Presbyterian Church
141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, New Jersey

Blue Christmas Service
December 18 | 7 p.m.
The idea behind a Blue Christmas service is to provide a quiet, contemplative moment as an alternative to more traditional
holiday gatherings. It is a way to care for those who are sad or struggling, while those around them are caught up with
celebrating. Blue Christmas services are also known as Longest Night services and are a good fit for those who are care-worn
with different kinds of pain, loss, and those who are not feeling very “Christmassy.”
A blue Christmas service provides an opportunity to hear about the God of love who comes to us in the midst of the mess
and pain we know in our own everyday lives and the lives of those around us.
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Calling All Actors, Directors, and Stage Hands
It’s that time of the year again! We are getting ready for the Christmas Eve
play which will be on December 24 at the 6 p.m. family service. Please contact
Cyndi McDowall if you are interested in helping direct the presentation, help
with stage props, be a participant as a narrator, or have a part in the play in
any way. All youth, young adults, and parent helpers are welcome. Speaking
and non-speaking parts are available.

Youth Fellowship Event
Sunday November 24 at 10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
All ages welcome to help decorate our Christmas tree

Youth Fellowship Event
Sunday December 1 at 10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
Let’s get in the Christmas spirit!

Calling all Junior and Senior High Students
We want to see you more often in Sunday school! We miss you! If you have
any suggestions on what kind of activities we can have for you on Sunday
mornings, we are all ears. Please contact Renee Skibinski or Cyndi McDowall
with your suggestions. You can also put your thoughts anonymously in an
envelope in the CE mailbox.
We are looking forward to hearing your suggestions!
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Frosty Fellowship Fiestas
Looking for things to do during the long days of winter? Our Membership Team is here to help with these fun activities . . .
Sunday, December 15
Annual Christmas Caroling
2-4 p.m.
th
Join us on Sunday December 15 to spread Christmas cheer to some special members of our church family. We will meet
at church at 2:00, weather permitting, to carpool to a number of homes where we will sing a few carols at each house we
visit. Dress warmly! Carolers are invited to enjoy some cookies and hot chocolate in Fellowship Hall when we return. All
ages welcomed!
Saturday, December 18
Lunch Bunch
12 p.m.
It’s fun! It’s free! It’s local! What more is needed for a great way to spend time with friends? Join us in Fellowship Hall
and bring your own lunch. We’ll provide the drinks, chips, and desert. Get ready for a good time!
Saturday, January 4
Yankee Swap and Gift Exchange
6 p.m.
Mark your calendars! A fun AFPC tradition is our Yankee Swap Party, which will be held Saturday, January 4 th at 6:00
p.m. at the home of Lois and Doug Bondor. This adults-only event is a favorite fun and festive get together. Each attendee
should bring a white elephant gift to exchange in a game which always provides a lot of laughs. It is a potluck party, so bring
an hors d’oeuvre or dessert to share. And bring your appetite because the food is always amazing! RSVP to Lois Bondor or
Carol Van Norman.

Advent Devotionals
Advent devotionals entitled I Wonder as I Wander are available in the narthex and Fellowship Hall. Based on the popular
song, the devotional offers an inspiring Advent journey through Scripture’s themes of seeking and being found by God. It
captures the surprise, truth, and wonder of God’s pursuit of each one of us. Children will be given Up above Bethlehem, an
Advent calendar where each day reveals the angels’ message. When Christmas arrives, an entire nativity scene will appear
where there once was a scene of the empty Bethlehem hills.

Christmas Joy Offering
A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special
offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA. Because Advent and
Christmas shine a light not only on our world’s greatest hope but also on our world’s greatest need, PCUSA
provides this timely opportunity to support causes specifically designed to bring Good News of great
joy to the poor in circumstance or spirit. The receipts from the offering are distributed equally to The
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and student scholarships at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic
schools and colleges. Look for giving envelopes in the pew racks this month. Your gift may be placed in the
offering plate on Sunday mornings and will be received in worship on Christmas Eve. Thank you for your
continued and heart-felt generosity.
- 6w w w .a lexp re s.o rg
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POINSETTIA
ORDER FORM
Orders for Christmas poinsettias that decorate the sanctuary during December are now being collected. Poinsettias may
be taken home following the 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service. Mail your completed form along with a check to the church,
leave it in the Worship and Music Team’s mailbox located by the church offices, or place it in the large envelopes marked
“Poinsettia Orders” found on the narthex and Fellowship Hall bulletin boards. Payment must accompany your order.
Checks may be made out to Alexandria First Presbyterian Church, noting “poinsettia” in the memo section.
The last day to place an order is Sunday, December 8, 2019

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Please Print Clearly
__________________________
Your Name

__________________________

In Memory of (insert name)

__________________________
Your Phone

__________________________

In Honor of (insert name)

QUANTITY

COST/POT

____6.5” pot (15” tall, 1 plant, 5-7 blooms)

SUB-TOTAL

$ 8.00

$________________

____7.5” pot (18” tall, 2 plants, 10-12 blooms) $ 15.00

$________________

ORDER TOTAL: $________________

Spread the Word
December 8 | 3 and 6 p.m.
Alexandria First Presbyterian Church’s Christmas concert is back! Under the
direction of Seuli Koo, Minister of Music, The Joy of Christmas will take place on
Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 3 and 6 p.m. There will be guest musicians, youth
choirs, Chancel Choir, and some surprises in store. Please mark your calendars and
invite family and friends to join us to celebrate the Christmas Season! Be sure to share the flyer on page 11 with friends and
family!
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The Hanging of the Greens
November 30 | 9:30 a.m.
On the First Day in Advent, we prepare our hearts and make room for the Messiah. In the hanging
of the greens we share with Christians throughout the ages the memory and anticipation of Christ’s
coming. We decorate our church with the symbols of love, joy, hope, and peace. Why do we do this?
To tell the story again and then proclaim: Jesus is born. God is with us!
Christmas greens point to deep, rich meanings of the season: laurel and bay symbolize victory and
triumph; yew and cypress stand for eternal life; mistletoe symbolizes peace; and the prickly leaves of
holly are symbols of the crown of thorns. The circle shape of the wreaths are a Christian symbol of the eternal God and
eternal love, without beginning or end.
The poinsettia or “Flower of the Holy Night,” as the plant is referred to in Mexico, is the most popular Advent flower. It
was discovered growing wild in Mexico and was taken to North America where it was developed into the type of flower
seen today. The star-shaped center of the bloom reminds us of the star that shone on that first Christmas.
Please join us the morning of Saturday, November 30th as we prepare our sanctuary for the splendor of the holiest of
seasons by hanging the greens.

Goodies for the Concert
Drop off before December 8
Our annual Christmas concert is a community event and we traditionally offer a
reception after each concert. If you enjoy baking or would like to donate store-made
cookies for the concert, please sign up to bring cookies to church on December 8th.
Cookies may be left on the counter in the kitchen after church or before either of the
concerts. Gluten-free, vegan, or cookies containing nuts should be labeled as such so
we can put them on the appropriate plates. Plates will be labeled on the buffet table. Thanks for your delicious generosity.
Please see Lois Bondor for the details. Thank you!

The Children’s Holiday Fund
Donations due December 17
The Children’s Holiday Fund provides Christmas gifts for children of local needy
families. In a joint effort between our deacons and the Frenchtown American Legion
Post 113, collection boxes for unwrapped toys are in Fellowship Hall and in the narthex.
Gifts for all children up to age 18 are needed. You may also donate gift cards if you wish
since they are very well received by the teens.
In addition, there is a giving tree with tags for specific items. If you wish to participate, please bring in your
unwrapped gifts, gift cards, and tagged items by December 17th.
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Deacon Highlights
November 13, 2019
 Deacon Pat Keefe led devotions
 The works of our ministry teams were highlighted
 Thanksgiving boxes will be assembled Saturday, November 23 at 8:30 a.m. Drivers are needed to deliver the boxes to
Frenchtown Food Pantry
 Poinsettias will be delivered to our shut-ins and home-bound
 A Christmas giving tree will be on display for gift cards
 The deacons will oversee the collection of new unwrapped toys and boxes will be set up in Fellowship Hall and the
narthex

Session Highlights
Regular Meeting | October 9, 2019
 Pastor Nick opened the meeting with prayer at 7:05 p.m.
 Elder Robin Vogel offered devotions, focusing on all our strengths and accomplishments. By focusing on what we
have to be grateful for, instead of what our needs are, we can live out our faith and trust in God
 Deacon Stacy Butz reported on the work of the deacons:
 Sharon Solomon volunteered to serve as the deacon representative on the Nominating Committee
 College boxes are being prepared and will be mailed out soon
 Alice Hansen, the liaison to the Frenchtown Food Pantry, said they are hoping we can provide 13 or 14
Thanksgiving boxes this year
 The treasurer’s report was presented, noting that although we look to be over budget for several teams, this should
even out over the remainder of the year
 Pastor Nick led a discussion of Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations and handed out copies of last week’s bulletin
to look at each component of the service
 The following recommendations were approved:
 Clean up days on Saturday, October 26, 2019 from 9:00 to noon to rake leaves and November 16, 2019 from 9:00
to noon to rake leaves and do winter prep
 The purchase and installation of a “Ring” system and two “Echo Show” units, along with an extender for the
Fellowship Hall to provide church security
 The 2020 youth mission trip on June 27, 2020 to July 4, 2020 in Maumee, Ohio
 A youth mission trip fundraiser on November 17 to pick up litter in Holland Township
 Yankee Swap at the Bondor’s on January 4, 2020
 Family roller skating outing at the Frenchtown Roller Rink on February 9, 2020
 Dinner out for adults at a local area restaurant on March 14, 2020
 Family hike at Lake Nockamixon on May 17, 2020
 A joint meeting of the Session and deacons will be held next month
 Noted the Presbytery meeting will be held on November 12th in Flemington. There will be a discussion about possibly
redistricting and combining the Presbyteries in New Jersey
-9www.alexpres.org
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Presbytery News
Monday in Ministry | www.presnb.com
Did you know our presbytery puts out a weekly e-letter every
Monday? To keep up with all the events, ministries, schedules, and
happenings in and around Presbytery of New Brunswick’s neighborhood, read Monday in Ministry on their website by
clicking the “News/Monday in Ministry” tab.

Saturday, December 14
5:30 - 9 p.m.

Snacks
Drinks
Movie
Crafts
Games
This is a “drop off” event so parents can sneak in a shopping trip
and have an evening off while kids are having fun.
We can only offer this to families who reserve ahead of time,
so please let us know if you are coming.
All ages are welcome!
Please email christianedafpc@gmail.com
to reserve your space or call Mary at 732-735-3440
Facebook: Alexandria First Presbyterian Church of Mount Pleasant

Good will offerings will be accepted
-10www.alexpres.org
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Alexandria First Presbyterian Church
141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, New Jersey
www.alexpres.org

Alexandria Presbyterian Church

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
CONCERT
Sunday, December 8, 2019
3:00 and 6:00 p.m.
Featuring Vocal Soloists, Chancel, Children, and Youth Choirs
Doors Open One-Half Hour Before Each Performance
Guests Arriving Early May Wait in Fellowship Hall
Refreshments Served
Following Each Concert
Childcare at
3:00 Performance
A Free-Will Offering Will Be Taken
-11www.alexpres.org
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Looking for Nursery Caregivers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080544ABAE2AAAF58-nursery
Do you have an interest in helping out with the church nursery? We are
in need of nursery care providers to assist us on Sundays and for special
events throughout the year. If you are interested, please sign up for a time
slot using the link above. Leave us your name and email address so we can
contact you. If you have not volunteered for nursery care before, we will
need to complete some steps before you can be up and running.
When helping out, please arrive at the nursery by 9:50 a.m. so that families can drop children off before the service
starts. Plan to stay to clean up afterwards until approximately 11:30 a.m.
Let us know if you have any questions or concerns by reaching out to Mary Goldman or to Cyndi McDowall.

This’ll Make You Feel All Warm Inside
Beautiful yarns have been generously donated to the church’s crafting group.
Please stop by the conference room (near the choir room) to take a look. These
yarns are free to anyone who would like to work with them. You don’t necessarily
have to be a member of the church’s Caring Hands Crafters group to enjoy them.
Thank you to all who have donated yarns over the year. Your contributions
have been transformed into heart-felt gifts for those who need them the most.
Please see Alice Hansen or Pati Tiedeman with questions.

Amazon.Smile Gives .5% of Your Eligible Purchases
to a Charity of Your Choice!
Click on https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-6034637
OR
Visit the ‘Mission’ link in the menu bar above for alternative steps to take to the link
Alternative instructions to shop on the smile.amazon.com page to benefit AFPC:
1. In your web browser address bar, type smile.amazon.com, click ‘Enter’
2. If your Amazon account does not already have you logged in, go ahead and log into your account
3. Click ‘Supporting’ under the white Amazon search bar for the drop down menu
4. Type in ‘Alexandria First Presbyterian Church’ in the box, click ‘Search’
5. Alexandria First Presbyterian Church Milford, NJ will appear, click ‘Select’ and start shopping

-12www.alexpres.org
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Worship Assistants

Our Ministry Team Officers

Dec 1
Dec 8
Dec 15
Dec 22
Dec 29

Building and Property Craig Bender (E), Jim Hansen (E)

L Navarro
G Skibinski
S Norgard
C Bender
B Bondor

Christian Education Mary Goldman (E), Laurie Gregory (D),
Cyndi McDowall (E)
Evangelism/Membership Lois Bondor (E), Karen Pardonner (D),
Sharon Solomon (D)

Ushers

Mission Interpretation Stacy Butz (D), Steve Pardonner (E),
Howard Thomas (E)

Dec 1
Schuetz family
Dec 8 J Cole, M Harrison
Dec 15 MacWilliam family
Dec 22 B McLaren, B Pederson
Dec 29 D Bondor, R Pulsinelle

Nominating LuAnn Keefe (E), Cyndi McDowall (E)
Personnel Joan Carroll (E), Helen Jones (D), Flora Nielsen (E)
Stewardship and Finance Pat Keefe (D), Robin Vogel (E)

Communion
Dec 1
Dec 24

Worship and Music LuAnn Keefe (E), Flora Nielsen (E),
Tammy Sassaman (D)
(E: Elder, D: Deacon)

S Butz, L Johns, P Keefe, H Thomas
P Keefe, S Pardonner, C & P Tiedeman

The vision of Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church is to gather in God’s grace and to be
led by the Holy Spirit. We joyfully worship,
prayerfully seek, and gratefully share as a
loving family growing in Jesus Christ.

Special Dates
Dec 1
Dec 8
Dec 15
Dec 18
Dec 22
Dec 24

Also see the main calendar on page 14
First day Advent, communion
Christmas concert
Christmas caroling
Blue Christmas service
Lessons and Carols service
Christmas Eve services

THE DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
OF BRANCHES IS THE 3rd THURSDAY
OF THE MONTH

Coming Up
Jan 1
Jan 4
Jan 5
Jan 26

Church offices closed
Yankee Swap
Communion
Be the Church Day, congregation meeting
Souper Bowl drive begins

Branches is a publication of Alexandria First
Presbyterian Church (USA), 141 Little YorkMount Pleasant Road, Milford, NJ 08848.
The newsletter is published monthly—
except during August—to inform members
and friends of church programs, news, and
events. Branches is online in the “News/Our
Newsletter” tab at
www.alexpres.org

ALEXANDRIA FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)
141 Little York-Mount Pleasant Road
Milford, NJ 08848
Web: www.alexpres.org
Office: 908-996-4333
THE STAFF of ALEXANDRIA CHURCH
Reverend Nicholas C. Hatch
Pastor
Seuli Koo
Director of Music Ministry
Pati Tiedeman
Administrative Assistant

Editor: churchoffice@alexpres.org
Alexandria First Presbyterian
Church of Mount Pleasant

How to Reach the Pastor
Rev. Nick Hatch
Through the church office Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 908-996-4333
By the church’s website on the “contact us” link:
www.alexpres.org
Via his email: nhatch@alexpres.org
-13www.alexpres.org
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Alexandria First Presbyterian Church
December 2019
Sunday
1

Monday
2

First Sunday of Advent
9:00 Christian Ed Team
10:00 Worship, communion
10:15 Sunday school
fellowship event
11:15 Refreshments
11:30 Chancel Choir
8

9

10:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday school
11:15 Refreshments
1:30 All choirs
3:00 Concert
6:00 Concert

15

16

23

10:00 Worship,
Lessons and Carols

29
10:00 Worship

Wednesday
4

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
10:00 Bible study
7:00 Boy Scouts

9:00 Session
materials due
9:30 Bible study

10

11

Thursday
5

Friday
6

12

13

17

18

9:00 Bulletin
deadline
10:00 Bible study
7:00 Boy Scouts

9:30 Bible study 9:00 Deadline for
12:00 Lunch Bunch
January’s
7:00 Blue
newsletter
Christmas
service

24

25

19

26

20

21

27

28

31
New Year’s Eve
9:00 Bulletin
deadline
10:00 Bible study
7:00 Boy Scouts

-14www.alexpres.org

14
5:30 Kids’ Night
Out, see p.10

9:00 Bulletin
Rejoice!
deadline
Christmas Day
10:00 Bible study
6:00 Family worship
Office closed
9:00 Candlelight
and communion
30

Saturday
7
All choirs:
dress rehearsal

9:00 Bulletin
9:30 Bible study
deadline
7:00 Session
10:00 Bible study
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Building and
Property Team

10:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday school
11:15 Caring Hands Crafters
2:00 Christmas caroling

22

Tuesday
3

Deacon of the Week
Dec 1
Dec 8
Dec 15
Dec 22
Dec 29

Stacy Butz
Laurie Gregory
Pat Keefe
Karen Pardonner
Tammy Sassaman

