F G am the vine; you ane the branches.
\ Whocver abiides inme and 9 in i, he it és that éeﬁﬂd |

much fudt, for apart from me you can do nothing.

Alexandria First Presbyterian Church

Al am the vine, you are the branche

January 2023

141 Little York -Mount Pleasant Road

Milford, New Jersey 08848

908 -996 -4333

Web: www.alexpres.org

Facebook: Alexandria First Presbyterian Church of Mount Pleasant

A Note from Nick

Dear Friends,

At the beginning of the new year, we once again refocus on theoesibilities that await. What will
2023 hold? How will we serve God in the new year? What new opportunities in ministry will we explore
toget her? These are questions that each of us sh
for that calling is constantly changing and evolving. And a new year is a reminder of those new possibilities!

As we think about how we are called to serve God in 2023 | want to
we are a remind everyone about AFPCO6s Session
Church.Over the past year you have hear
” U{,“||\ || *r.l.i‘;. 25 Matthew 25 movement and the Sessionb
2l ‘h involvement in this movement. At the October meeting the Session
c H U R c H unanimously voted to become a Matthew 25 Church (seeffagenore info
on what this means). So now it is up to us to live into the reality of Matthew
h : 25 . . .to do unto the least as we would do unto Christith that challenge
before us, I want to remind everyone
Januaryl5. This annual day of service in celebration of MLK Day is a great way to start practlcmg and
demonstrating to the world twr“r'il mamt t hew
also a great way to start the y@&gyutting our faith into action! 4

Please plan to attendbrship on January 15 and be ready
serve. After an abbreviated worship service, we will all have th¢
opportunity to participate in several different service/mission
projects as we demonstrate not only our faith but also our
commitment to be a Matthews Zhurch!

Your friend i n Christ,

Pastor Nick


http://www.alexpres.org/
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Tending the Flock

Baptisms

Baptism is the visible sign of an invisible event: the reconciliation of people to God. We rejoice with those who are
celebrating their baptism anniversary this month. It wakamuarythatLuke Edward Bender, Patricia Kathleen McGuire
Bender, TylerCraig Bender, Alicia Scurti, and Ariana Scurti were baptiZeghgratulations and blessings upon being a
child of God!

Memorial Gift Giving

Financial gifts often are given to the church in memory of a loved one via a check. Sometimes they are mailed in anc
other times they are placed in the offering plate. Our Memorial Fund secretary records each gift and sends ar
acknowledgement to thevgr on behalf of the family. But sometimes a check is received without any note indicating in
whose memory the gift was given. Please remember, it is essential that the memo section of the check indicates both tt
name of the loved one and that the chisck memorial gift. Without that information, we are unable to acknowledge the
gift or correctly enter it in the proper church account. Thank you.

January Birthdays

3 Rich Erlandson 12 Alyssa Schuetz 16 Howard Thomas 21 Dean Erlandson
4  AndreaPederson 13 Isa Knapp 17 Lisa Schneider 22  Martha Harrison
5  Will Fritsche 14 Lu Branson 18 Irene Fennell Nancy Schumann
6 Isabel Navarro -~ 26 Claire Parsons

7  Tyler Unkert 27 Ryan Ableman

8 Craig Bender Sara Wardach

29 MaureenSutton
31 Scott Schuetz

Shirley Krautwald
9 Alaina Fennell

y
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Sanctuary Flowers Given to the Glory of God

December4 by theMac William family in memoryof Keith Koff
Decembe 11 by theStacy Kluesnefor the Christmas Concert
Decemberl8 by theStacy Kluesnefor theLessons o€Carols
December25 Christmas Pointsettias
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“Tis THE SEASON TO

REMEMBER

Poinsettias Given By:

In memory of Romulus and Virginia Fleming (April Abelman)
In memory of Zachary Accardi  and our parents (Cindy and Joe Accardi)

In memory of Frank S. Bondor and Howard W. McConnell (Doug and Lois Bondor)

In memory of Raymond Ghiorsi (The Heinbach family)

In memory of Phylis Kinney, Dottie Erwin and Jim and Lorraine Keefe (Pat and LuAnn K eefe)
In memory of Angelina and Nick Abbatiello and Willma and Donald Sherman (Stacy Kluesner)

In memory of Ruth Kopf, Phil Kopf, Eileen Macwilliam and Edwin Macwilliam (The Macwilliam

family)

In memory of Karl Nielsen and parents Bill and Beulah Stamets ( Flora Nielsen)

In memory of Asie and Frances Anderson (Tammy Sassaman)

In memory of all those who have gone before (John and Sharon Solomon)

In memory of Dale Van Norman (Carol Van Norman)

In memory of Karl Nielsen (Judy Zub)

Holiday Blessings (Larry Cascio)

ob s$dbdal daf >S1TT3oT I T13S °!

In honor of the Gift of Jesus (Barbara McClaren)

X X X X X X X

Z KEBTLB!

X X X X X X X X

EHRISTIANiTY
Winter Bible Study Begins! WORLD RELIGIONS
wednesday January 11th
9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

A bible study focused on expanding our understanding of other religions. We wil
explore four major religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam and Judaism. QUESTIONS WE ASK ABOUT OTHER FAITHS
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Weﬁ

BE THE CHURCH

Frotect the environnent,| Care for the poor. | Forgive often.
REJECT RACISM. | Fight for the powerless.

Embrace diversity. Love God, | Enjoy this life.

Be The ChurchSunday
January 15th

We will celebrate Be The Church Daywith a special worship service and multiple opportunities for
service. Stay tuned for more details.Our annual recognition of The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
will be in full swing this year. There are several ways for you toparticipate . Please prayefully
consider where your talents and time can best be used then add your name next to the project you
feel called to help with. Pleasecheck out the options for you to consider:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044BA5AD28A4F49 -bethechurchl

Winter Congregational Meeting January 29

The2023winter congregationameetinghas been called fdunday, January 29, immediately following
worship in the sanctuary:he purpose of thmeetingwill be to receive statistical and financial reports for
2022, to act on c ha rcglés2023,no noniinate gnd edect dinartial ofticers, and
to address matters of the corporation.
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January 7th at 6:00 p.m.

Please join us for the annual Yankee Swap Party!

Saturday, January 7" will be our fun, adult (21 and older)
fellowship post-holiday party.

Our hosts this year are
Glynn & Renee Skibinski
2 Hunter Lane

Milford, NJ

Bring:

A wrapped gift for the exchange, something fun, regift or something you no longer use.
A dessert or appetizer

Your favorite beverage

A friend!

=A =4 =4 =4

Sign up sheets in the Narthex, Fellowship Hall or notify Karen Pardonner
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Movie Night!
Friday,
January 20
7:00 p.m.

This Friday-night event for families will be held
January 20th at 7:00 pm.Everyone isinvited to come
in their pajamas; popcorn and fruit will be served.
Join usfor an evening of fun.

Donot MI s s :t

LUNCH BUNCH Resumes, 12:00 January 17th

Join in Fellowship Hall for our monthly lunch

together. Bring your sandwich, and we will provide chips,
beverages, and a dessert

to enjoy.

-5
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Supply Drive

DeadlineJanuary 8| Hygiene Supply Drive

=

In the face of natural
disasters, violence, and

_Iyg |ene KltS grinding poverty,

HYGIENE KITS
COLLECTION RUNS can mean the difference
December 25- January 8 between sickness

and health for
those who are struggling

COLLECTION BOXES LOCATED IN

Fellowship Hall & Narthex
Each kit will include

OPlease select tags of needed items from the cross in One hand towel ‘
Fellowship Hall 160 x 280

One washcloth

OTags help keep track of what we have & what we One wide-tooth comb

still need
One nail clipper
O Hygiene bags will be assembled Fellowship Hall on One bath size bar of soap
Janual‘y 15 at 11 a.m. in the wrapper p|ease

One toothbrush
in the package please

Ten Band-Aids
Orhank you for your loving support standard size

OPlease see any Mission Team member with
guestions

-6-
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M ission Interpretation

Matthew 251 Minute for Mission (December 8, 2022)

AFor | was hungry an
to eaté Lord when? When
thirsty or in need of cl

whatever you did not do for one of the least of these,

you did not do for me. 0
These are familiagxcerpts from a few of
Matthew 25 verses. When

them in our hearts, what do we feel? How well are w
Adoingd for the | east?
But | keep coming hereé

Matthew 25 has powhil language. It speaks
TO us about serving the
the least. It speaks to us about doing better. Our soc
today is in the throes of a transition that is all over th
map. | tds chaotic, can
desengized. Or, we can act.

In 2016, the Presbytery Mission Agency
adopted a Matthew 25 initiative, and put out a call,
inviting all churches within Presbytery to come, join,
and BE what they termed a Matthew 25 church.
Presbytery chose to offer us a patladtfion. This past
Fall, your Session answered ttedl adoptedhis very
initiative and voted to become such a church.

The initiative is an invitation to commit to
service that focuses particularly on these Matthew 2F
verses It speaks to verses@ speifically, whichis,
theparable in which Jesus makes clear, that what we
matters to God and How. We. Treat. Others. is
i mportant to God. Sessi
They did their homework arldarned thisvould
involve awareness, intenti@nd action. And we
learned, Presbytery had already done enormous wor
already choreographi n3g

areast o be exact é, t h a tBuilr
Congregational Vitality Tt hat 6s us, ¢
Dismantle Structural Racismi what s i n ou

and what 0 <fradicate Systemic Pavevtg
that, is everywhere around us.

These are enormous goals! The good news i
the timeline is ours, and accomplishment lies as mug
in the journey as it do¢
harddeadline here.

So how do we do this? We educate ourselves
become more aware, offer grace in righting some
wrongsé and serving. As
learned we already serve in a multitude of areas that
satisfy some of these goals: we support local Food
PantriesAmer i cads Grow A Row
Care to Share, annual Presbytery Offerings. We com
together and serve in recognition of Martin Luther Kir
Day. Weobve offered book
understand racism. It was comforting to realize we
alreadyhadchurch programs in place that spoke to
these areas. Butwe have so much more to do.

All your church teams are involved, as they a
charged each month to discern how their Team migh
contribute towards theseg®als in theilaction items.
Your Mission Team specifically is diving deep to com
up with opportunities we can all join in on. And this is
great time to plug the upcomime the Church Day
eventi which is January 15th , 2023

Thereobl | be another
another Mission Tea member in the weeks to come t
address all that, so stay tuned for some great info an
how to sign up. Stay informed with the Weekly Wrap
and Branches for info to come, and PLEASE visit ou
church website where Nick has put up the Presbytery
mi s s i nk to éead ahdilearn more about being a
Matthew 25church.

Marie Knapp and | were chatting the other da
as | prepped for this MinuteMission andve agreed
that our church family consistently hits our programs

out of the park. Weobre i
know how to do. Being a Matthew 25 church is a ney|
next step up. It 6l | chal

new ways as we address community, raciaoh a

poverty. Doing fAbettero),
a better understanding of things we think we already
know about . 't most def.i
|l east o throughout the yg¢

Your Session is so excited albavhat God has
planned for us in this, and our hope is that you come
feel the same joy and excitement as we embrace mo
closely whatlesus continuds try to teach us: how we
treat each other matterd.ainey Johns
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Youth Mission Trip -- Brunch Fundraiser -- January 29, 2023

Our Youth Mission Trip Team will host a brunch directly following inter Congregationd¥leeting on Sunday
morning, January 29, in Fellowship Hal free-will offering will be taken, and proceeds will go to support this
summer 6 s Gr o u p craniors BenrsytvanielrCorpe otit to support the team while they share stories and
pictures from last year's trip.

This July, our team will participate in a work camp in Scranton, PA, where they will eghiransform homes while
strengtheningheir own fith. Christ's love and compassion will show in tangible ways though projects like building
wheelchair ramps, reconstructing sagging porches and other home repairs.

You are invitedo share in the experience by helping to alleviate the cdbedfip.

The total cost of the trip including food, lodging, building materials and transporist@proximately $16,000. It's a
large amount that we reach little by little thanks to contributions from the participating families and the genevasity of
friends and neighbors who support the fundraisers. A donation of any amount would be greatly appreciated.

The cost of one teamshirt worn during the week...$20

The appropriate cost of gas and tolls for the week...$200

The cost of one youth's lodgirfigr the week...$486

The cost of one Xpassenger van (we may require two)...$2,600

And the cost to grow closer in our relationship with Jesuspriceless!

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please contact Renee Skibirke: PRIES.
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Branches
Caroling
On December 18th we went Christmas caroling to some of our members and then returned to the church for hot

chocolate andookies. Thanks for all those who came to spread Christmas cheer and to the Evangelism and

Membership Team who organized the event!
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Christmas Pageant

Thank you to all othe youth and kids who made our 6pm Christmas Eve service truly special with their amazing
Christmas PlayAlso a big thank you to Cyndi MacDowall for writing, organizing and directing the play!

Christmas Concert

What a joy it was that our Christmas Concert returned in 2022! Thank you to Stefanie Watson for her hard work in
organizing and directing this special event! Thank you also to the Chancel Choir, Jr & Youth Choirs, soloists,
instrumentalists and all oféhmany, many volunteers who made the concert such a wonderful success!
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